. ‘ ‘ CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ
Christmas Eve
December 24, 2024

2:00 PM and 10:00 PM



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us, we’re happy you are here.

Please make sure to sign-in in the Narthex and include your name and email so we can keep
you updated on upcoming events and special worship services.

*Please stand if you are able and comfortable Congregation reads text in bold print

In our liturgy, A:is all our voices. L: is the liturgist’s voice P: is the Pastor’s voice

Pre-Service Music ~ 9:55 a.m. Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship
Bringing Christ’s light into Worship Acolyte
Prayer Requests, Joys and Concerns Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Live stream begins

Prelude Garrett Woods, Music Director
“Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” arr. by Brahms
Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Advent Candle Lighting — All Candles

Isaiah 9:6-7

Christmas Eve — The Light Comes Into the World

Reader: Throughout this season we have lived, waited, and remembered the hope, peace, joy, and
love of God found in Christ. (Light Candles) Tonight we gather together and light candles in
honor of the Christ Child. With the birth of Christ, salvation has drawn near.

The God who ordered the chaos of the universe has come down into the chaos of our world. The
Word which was with God at the beginning came down and lived with us. While we were yet
living in the valley of the shadow of death, the light of new life burst forth.

A: We light these candles for Christ. On this night, we remember God has come in the
Christ Child.



*Call to Worship Deb Boland, Liturgist 2PM
Dorothy Coore, Liturgist I0PM

L: Come, faithful watchers, and behold, your salvation is here!

A: We greet the Wondrous Light, our Messiah, Christ the Lord.

L: We have waited and watched, longing for God to show up and save us from the suffering and

pain in our world.

A: We greet the Wondrous Light, the fulfillment of our shocking hope.

L: We have waited and watched, longing for peace to reign among us, a peace that removes

unjust barriers, frees us from sin, and binds us together as neighbors, family, and friends.

A: We greet the Wondrous Light, the bringer of our just peace.

L: We have waited and watched, longing for joy that is persistent in the face of the grief, lament,

chaos, and oppression that weigh on us day in and day out.

A: We greet the Wondrous Light, the source of our fierce joy.

L: We have waited and watched, longing to encounter the love that transforms us, the Love that is

now here among us, first as a babe in a manger, then as a teacher, a friend, and our Savior.

A: We greet the Wondrous Light, Love Incarnate who has come to save us and transform

us. Amen.

Hymn “Angels We Have Heard on High” No. 155

*Invocation

A: Emmanuel, God-with-us most of all tonight, your light lifts up our hearts, our spirits,
and our voices. We give you thanks for your birth long ago and presence with us always.
Your hope is more trustworthy than our promises. Your peace is deeper than our prayers.
Your joy teaches us to sing even when we want to cry. Your love is wider than the chorus of
the galaxies, and yet your Star shines on us now in this church which has become a

manger. Amen.

*Call to Confession
L: Let us make our confession to God and welcome the assurance of God’s forgiveness of which
we are reminded in this celebration of the birth of our Savior.

*Prayer of Confession

A: God of Light, we confess that we have gone astray and have left Your light.

We follow the dim lights of the world of success and fortune.

We follow the low lights that call us to be more religious by following rules, instead of the
Way, Truth, and Life. We follow the fading light of personal salvation.




Forgive us for not seeking the true Light of Your love for all the world.

Forgive us for not following the ways of Jesus, who commanded us to love one another.
Call us to be light-bearers of love, compassion, and justice, in which the Mystery of
Your Love is revealed. In the name of Jesus the Messiah, we pray. Amen.

*Words of Assurance

P: On this night light is shining in the darkness. God is overcoming the darkness with the
Light of Christ, and through his grace we are reminded that we are forgiven. Receive God’s
mercy as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father) No. 35

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Silent Prayer ~ Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Through Song “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” No. 306

Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Choir Anthem: (10 pm) "Who Would Send a Baby?" by Beall, arr. by Carter

The Gospel Lesson — Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.

All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And




she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands
of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known
to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Message “Messaging with God” Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse
*Hymn “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” No. 153
*Invitation to the Offering

L: The birth of Jesus changes our world and changes each of us. May we begin to see our

resources as gifts from God, and gifts that we are invited to return to God with thankful hearts
that have been blessed by the presence of the Christ Child.

*Doxology (Praise) No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Giving God, as we recount the story of your gift of a Savior on that night long ago, we
remember there were some who said, “There’s no room”, and others who responded,
“Come, we’ll make room.”




Help us give with a heart of abundance and not one of scarcity! On this holiest of nights, let
us dwell with those whose chorus is, “Come, we’ll make room...,” remembering your
abundant love for us. In the name of our Savior and Redeemer, we pray. Amen.

*The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, his
only begotten Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the one holy universal Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

The Sacrament of Communion

*Invitation - Communion Prayer
P: God be with you.
A: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
A: We lift them to God.
P: Let us give thanks to God Most High.
A: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
P: We give you thanks, God of majesty and mercy, for calling forth the creation...

Consecration of the Elements

... Therefore, with the entire company of saints in heaven and on earth, we worship and
glorify you, God Most Holy:

*Seraphic Hymn
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and Earth are full,
Are full of the majesty of Thy glory,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!

Communion Anthem (10pm) "Born to Be the Bread" by Ruth Elaine Schram



Distribution of Communion
P: Come. All things are ready. The gifts of God, for the people of God.
All may come forward for the bread (Gluten Free is available) and wine (outer ring
of cups) or grape juice (center of tray). If you are not able to come forward, raise
your hand and we will bring Communion to you.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

L: Let us pray:

A: You have created us, O God, in the image of the one whom we have remembered about
this table. With grateful hearts we ask your continuing Spirit to upbuild us ever more
perfectly into that likeness. Help us to be the Light to the world, and to become that new
humanity in Jesus Christ. Amen.

*Candle Lighting

During lighting, a choir member will come to the first person in the pew, and light their candle.
You will need to tilt the unlit candle to light your own and then keep yours upright to pass it to
the next person. In turn, they will tilt their candle to yours and pass it on.

Hymn “Silent Night”

1 Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht
Alles schlift; einsam wacht

Nur das traute hochheilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!

2 Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar,
heav'nly hosts sing, “Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born!

Christ the Savior is born!”

3 Silent night! Holy night!

Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from Thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!



4 Silent night! Holy night!
Wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing
"Alleluia" to our King:
“Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born.”

*Benediction

Be strengthened according to the proclamation of Jesus Christ.

Go, do all that you can do to be the Light, for the Holy One is with you.
Nothing is impossible with God. Amen.

*Benediction Response
He came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have light;
hallelujah forevermore.

Postlude

Thank you for wamﬁipﬁmﬂ with us at St. Peter and St. Paul United Church of Christ!

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238
Current Office Hours: T, W, Th, & Fri. 10:00am — 2:00pm + 513-661-3745

spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red Pew
Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI # 11439836 / CSPLI
# CSPL1650 / One License M-401820



