Joint UCC Worship Service

at
St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ

March 5, 2025



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us; we're happy you are here.

*Please stand if you are able and comfortable Congregation reads text in bold print

In our liturgy, A: is all our voices. L: is the liturgist’s voice P: is the Pastor’s voice

Live Stream Begins

Pre-Service Music ~ 6:25 p.m. Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship

Bringing Christ’s light into Worship Youth Acolyte &
Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte

Prelude “Give Me Jesus” - Traditional African-American arr. by Fernando Ortega
Carol Gangwer & Marcia Lucas

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse
Please rise as you are willing and able.

*Welcoming Hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory” No. 436

*Call to Worship Rev. MiMi Chamberlin
L: The Day of the Lord is coming upon us!

A: O Lord, we need your mercy and grace!

L: A day of darkness and gloom, of sorrow and worry, of grief and shaking spirits.

A: O God, sustain us!

L: A day of terror and turmoil, of pain and faltering, of deep sadness and trembling hearts.
A: Blow the trumpet! Call all the people together!

Bring all the people, young and old, throughout the region.

Raise your voices and sound the alarm!

L: Look, Holy One! We gather ourselves together between the altar and the door!

We mourn; we weep, we fast! We cannot sing Alleluia as our voices are broken by tears!
A: Most High, come and save us! Spare us! Do not let them ask, “Where is now their
God?”




*Invocation (all speak together) Rev. MiMi Chamberlin
L: Please join me in the invocation.

A: God of our Hearts, not of our outer garments, nor our church structures,

nor our programs and human plans, you are the only one who can make us pure.
You are the only one who can wash us clean of all our sin and guilt.

You alone can save us from the terrible Day of the Lord.

You are the merciful and just God. If we turn, we see you.

Help us to turn, O God of all hearts, and find you here with us:

Emmanuel — the Christ-heart within us all.

We light our fires for you, to reflect your shining.

*Litany of Confession Rev. Dan Weyand-Geise
L: O God of Grace, may we not have received you in vain.
When we pray because we desire others’ good opinion,

A: Forgive us, Lord.

L: When we give our gifts for others’ approval,

A: Forgive us, O God.

L: When we deny ourselves to get others’ admiration,

A: Forgive us, Merciful One.

L: When we fail to do unto others as we would like them to do unto us,

A: Forgive us, Spirit of Love.

L: When we put our privileged selves first, before the poor and needy and disadvantaged
of this world,

A: Forgive us, Creator of Truth.

L: When we keep for ourselves more than what we need,

A: Forgive us, All Giving God.

L: Forgive us our sins and trespasses and debts.

A: Only then can our souls be washed clean and spotless.

Only then can we be your true servants.
Only then will we reach the pure heart of the matter.

Please be seated.



Imposition of Ashes +++ Pastors of the Community
Please come forward as you desire, to receive the sign of the Cross with ashes
placed on your forehead, to remind you not only of your mortality,
but of Christ’s eternal presence with you.

If you are not able to come forward, raise
your hand and we will bring the Imposition of Ashes to you.

If you prefer to receive the sign of the Cross on your hand,
or to be blessed instead, please indicate that choice to the Pastor.
+++

Meditation: St Peter and St Paul Choir: “Lamb of God” by Twila Paris

Please rise as you are willing and able.

*Assurance of Pardon Rev. Dan Weyand-Geise
For the heart of the matter is that we can find our treasures in heaven, and also on earth,
So long as we are forgiven and set free of our burdens and sin.
Bless God who frees us and lights up our heart-shadows with the fire of agape —
God’s love.

*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father) No. 35
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.
Invitation to the Offering Rev. Jonathan Bradner

Offering to go to the UCC Disaster Fund for California Fire Relief.
We tell the story of Altadena Community Church

Offertory Anthem “Out of Ashes” 513 Region Joint Choir
Debbie Cummins, Music Director, St. John United Church of Christ (Reading)

An offering will be gathered for during the Offertory Anthem

Please rise as you are willing and able.



*Doxology (Praise) No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offering Dedication Rev. Jonathan Bradner

L: For the wondrous ways this offering will bless this community and the world,

A: We dedicate these gifts.

L: For the ways it’ll help us nurture caring relationships with our neighbors

A: We dedicate these gifts. Let this offering, and the works of our hands and feet, help us all
to build where all seems broken. Amen.

Please be seated. Choir members may return to their places.

The Holy Scriptures Rev. John Pohlman

First Reading — Ps. 51 ~1-17  (read responsively)
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy, blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.
3 Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.
$You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
"Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean; wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
? Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.
""Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.
14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.
150 Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
16 For you have no delight in sacrifice;
if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.
17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit.
A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.



Scripture of the Day — 1 Kings 19:1-18  Read for your hearing.  Rev. Jonathan Bradner

Message “After the Fire, Out of the Ashes” Rev. Nelson Pierce
Prayers of the Church Rev. Teri Lynn Stackhouse and members from SPSP
Hymn “O Lord Hear My Prayer” Instrumentalists

O Lord, Hear My Prayer
The Lord Is My Song
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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Text: Psalm 102:1-2: Taizé Community. adapt.

Music: HEAR MY PRAYER, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc.. agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL. 60638,
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Please rise as you are willing and able.



*The Apostles’ Creed Rev. Teri Lynn Stackhouse

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the one holy universal Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Please be seated.

Service of Holy Communion

Communion Prayers Rev. Lesley Jones
P: The Lord be with you.

A: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

A: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: ... It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord our God, creator
and ruler of the universe. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the
sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms
to all.

Words of Institution

Pour out your Holy Spirit, send your Word, that by this Holy Communion we may know the
unity we share with all your people in the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Invitation to Communion

P: We are made one through the Word and through these simple elements, every time we

come to the Table to share them. May we become closer in our faith and broader in our serving,
as we share in our faith in the way that Jesus taught us. Amen.

Communion Anthem: “Precious is the Blood ” by Joe Pace
Truth and Destiny Choir ~ Director: Minister Sonja Price-Hocker



Distribution of Communion

P: Come. All things are ready. The gifts of God, for the people of God.

All may come forward for the bread (Gluten Free is available) and wine (outer ring

of cups) or grape juice (center of tray). If you are not able to come forward, raise your hand and
we will bring Communion to you

Communion Music  “Steal Away” Carol Gangwer & Marcia Lucas, duet on piano
African-American Spiritual Arranged By Lloyd Larson

Prayer of Gratitude for Communion Rev. Lesley Jones

*Parting Hymn “What Wondrous Love Is This?” No. 200

Flute Accompaniment: Paula Jordan
*Benediction Rev. Melissa Stephens

Postlude “The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power” Rev. Terek Terry, solo on piano



