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If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!   

Thank you for joining us. We’re happy you are here. 
 

Please be sure to sign in at the Narthex and include your name and email so we can keep you 
updated on upcoming events and special worship services. 

 
*Please stand if you are comfortable and able.     The Congregation reads text in bold print. 
 
In our liturgy, A: is All our voices.   L: is the Liturgist’s voice.   LL: is the Lay Leader's voice. 
 
Bringing Christ’s Light into Worship                                                                     Youth Acolyte and 
                                                       Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte 
 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns for Prayer                      Bob Hedspeth, Lay Leader 
 
Live Stream Begins 
 
Prelude                               Garrett Woods, Music Director                                                   
 
Welcome and Announcements                       Bob Hedspeth, Lay Leader       
                                               
*Call to Worship                               Jan Williams, Liturgist 
L: Be still, and know that God is God. 
A: In the stillness, we remember who we are and whose we are 
L: The Lord will fight for us; we need only to be still. 
A: We release our distractions and rest in God’s presence. 
L: Let us worship in quiet trust. 
A: God is here. AMEN. 
 
*Hymn                                      “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”                                 No. 85 
 
*Invocation 
A: As we gather here today, we pray for your continued presence and guidance in our lives. 
May your light shine brightly in our hearts, illuminating our path and guiding our steps. We 
are grateful for your unwavering presence. With hearts full of gratitude, we trust in your 
guidance as we navigate the journey of life. In Jesus’s name, we pray, Amen. 



 
 
*Call to Confession 
L: Let us open our hearts, minds, and souls to the One who loves us without condition, trusting 
that we will receive grace and mercy. 
 
*Prayer of Confession 
A:  Merciful God, we offer you our lives, full as they are of shadow and light, of kindness 
and apathy, of hope and despair. Take what is broken and mend it; take what is wrong and 
right it; take what is destructive and disable it; take what is useless and make it useful. Heal 
our sin, we pray. Amen. 
 
*Words of Assurance 
LL:  Friends in Christ, know this: the mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting, and I 
remind you of His unending grace. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia and Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father)                      No. 35 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
A: Silent Prayer - LL: Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
   
Prayer Through Song  “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”                   No. 306 
 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord; 
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Your peace. Amen. 

 
Children dismissed for Sunday School with Miss Tammi 
 
Anthem            “On Eagles Wings”                                                    arr by Hayes 
 
 



 
 
The Holy Scriptures 
Old Testament -- Isaiah 55:8-13 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. 9 For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. 10 For as the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the 
sower, and bread to the eater. 11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth; it shall not 
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it. 12 For ye shall go out with joy, nd be led forth with peace: the mountains and the 
hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle 
tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
New Testament -- Lamentations 3:18-26 
18 And I said, My strength and my hope is perished from the Lord; 19 Remembering mine 
affliction and my misery, the wormwood and the gall. 20 My soul hath them still in remembrance 
and is humbled in me. 21 This I recall to my mind, therefore, have I hope. 22 It is of the Lord's 
mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 23 They are new every 
morning, great is thy faithfulness. 24 The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope 
in him. 25 The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh. 26 It is good that 
a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord. 
 
Message-“When Heaven Seems Silent: Finding God in the Waiting” Bob Hedspeth, Lay Leader 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, his 
only begotten Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended 
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the living 
and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the one holy universal Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   
 
 
*Hymn                                  “My Country Tis of Thee”                                                No. 721 
 



 
 
*Invitation to the Offering 
LL: Sharing of the abundance we receive is a tangible way to love our neighbor as ourselves. May 
we give with generous and empathetic hearts, stirred to compassion, to meet the needs before us. 
 
*Doxology (Praise)                                    No. 46 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

* Prayer of Dedication 
A: Giving God, we follow your example of the ministry of presence in the sharing of our 
resources. Prosper the work of our hands and minds and enable us to make a difference and 
participate in your kingdom through generosity. Amen. 
   
*Hymn                                            “Faith of our Fathers”                                     No. 635 
 
*Benediction 
LL: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord lift His countenance upon you; and give you 
peace, and give you peace, the Lord make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you, 
be gracious, the Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen 
 
*A: Benediction Response -- “God Be With You Till We Meet Again” – Elmhurst Hymnal 
(1921) 

God be with you till we meet again, by His counsels guide, uphold you, 
With His sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again. 
Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
Till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet again. Amen. 
 

Postlude  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 Thank you for worshipping with us at St. Peter and St. Paul United Church of Christ! 

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238 
+ 513-661-3745 

In case of pastoral care emergency, please call the office or Deb Boland. 
 

 spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red Pew 
Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI # 11439836 / CSPLI 

# CSPL1650 / One License M-401820 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


