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St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ

Feb. 16, 2025

Sixth Sunday after The Epiphany



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us; we’re happy you are here.

Please sign in at the welcome stand in the Narthex and include your name and
email so we can update you on upcoming events and special worship services.

*Please stand if you are able and comfortable Congregation reads text in bold print

In our liturgy, A: is all our voices. L: is the liturgist’s voice P: is the Pastor’s voice

Pre-Service Music ~ 9:55 a.m. Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship

Bringing Christ’s light into Worship Youth Acolyte &
Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte

Prayer Requests, Joys and Concerns Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Live stream begins

Prelude Joan McConnell, Organist
Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse
*Call to Worship David Warner, Liturgist

L: Host of Hosts, from sunrise to sunrise and generation to generation, we are your people.
A: You have been with us wherever we have gone.
You will be with us wherever we may go.
You planted us in a land flowing with milk and honey, and then you sent your Son, Jesus,
to be Emmanuel, God with us!
: Jesus, who is the Christ, is planted firmly in each one of us.
Our souls magnify the Holy One.
: Our spirits rejoice in God, our Savior.
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*Hymn “All My Hope on God Is Founded” No. 88

*Invocation

A: Righteous God, you create us for community, and you commune with us. May we

seek your presence anew this day and in the times to come. Help us to recognize you:

in the sound and feel of our own breath, and in the movement or noise of those around us.
Embolden us to faith that surpasses understanding and ministry, a faith that reflects radical
trust in you and the paths of abundance, compassion, and connection. Let our worship in
song and prayer be strengthening, for a life in action and witness.

Transform us from despair to hope, complacency to courage, and indifference to love.

We ask this in your name. Amen.

*Call to Confession
L: Let us confess our trespasses openly and honestly before God, whose compassion is
everlasting, and who brings new life and promise.

*Prayer of Confession

A: Abiding God, you come near to us. We give thanks that you do not turn away from us
when our lives reflect messiness, ungraciousness, and complacency. Take us deeper, O God,
and help us to confront what needs to be known, addressed, and changed within us, our
community, and our world. Forgive us and free us from guilt and shame so that we might
embrace a life of accountability and transformation for the glory of God and for the hope of
humanity. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

P: Good creation of God, the Holy One has begun a good work in you and will see it through to
completion. You have power to transform and grace to enter the newness of life. God is

near and comes down with us. Receive God’s mercy, forgiveness, and grace as the gift that

has been given. It is available, it is yours, and it is enough.

A: Thanks be to God!

*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father) No. 35
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.

Time for Silent Prayer ~ Pastoral Prayer



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Through Song “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” No. 306
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Your peace. Amen.

Young People’s Message!
All young people are invited to come forward for their own special time with the Pastor.

Young people may go to Sunday School Tammi Hart

The Holy Scriptures
First Reading — Psalm 1 (Read responsively)
! Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.
4 It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
S Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
¢ For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

Choir Anthem: “Amazing Grace, My Chains are Gone” by Tom Fettke

The Holy Gospel — Luke 6:17-26
7He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a
great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.



"¥They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with
unclean spirits were cured. ?And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out
from him and healed all of them.

20Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God. >'“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are you
who weep now, for you will laugh. ?**Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they
exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. >*Rejoice in that day and
leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the
prophets. 2*“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. >>Woe to you
who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn
and weep. 2*“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the
false prophets.

Message “Com-Passion and Promise” Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

*Statement of Faith — The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the one holy universal Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Hymn “0 Jesus I Have Promised” No. 612

*Invitation to Generosity

L: Generous God, you have planted generosity in our hearts. Receive our gifts as part of your
redemptive work to save the community from inequities, pain, and despair. May our resources be
renewed and magnified so that many needs are met and only your name be praised. Amen.

*Doxology (Praise) No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

A: God Only Wise, accept these offerings — the fruit of our labor and lives — that our
compassion and our care would be known by those here in this place, and by the world. We
give these gifts through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.

*Hymn “Marching to Zion” No. 707

*Benediction
P: May the Spirit of God enliven us to carry forth joy, boldly.
May the Spirit of God strengthen us as we create paths of peace.
May the Spirit of God awaken us as we share hope generously and widely.
And let us walk in God’s love as we seek our renewal of life.

*Benediction Response ~ “Many Are the Lightbeams,” verse 1 No. 492
Many are the lightbeams from the one light.
Our one light is Jesus.
Many are the lightbeams from the one light;
we are one in Christ.

Postlude

Thank you for womﬁi/)/ainj with us at St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ!

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238
Current Office Hours: W, Th, & Fri. 10am — 2pm (W & Th remotely) ~ Sat 9-11am + 513-661-
3745
In case of pastoral care emergency, please call the office, Deb Boland,
or Pastor Teri Lynn at 513-250-6460

spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red
Pew Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI #
11439836 / CSPLI # CSPL1650 / One License M-401820



@ ANNOUNCLMENLS ((f@@

Our Annual Meeting will be held
NEXT SUNDAY, February 23",
from 11:30 — 1:00 in Fellowship Hall.
Please check your email for a message from Deb with a link to the shared annual
report. If you are able we would appreciate if you could please download and print

your own copy. We will have a few copies for those who can’t print one and the
report will be shown on a screen during the meeting.

Hurricanes 2024 Relief Efforts —
Assembly Day — We are working on scheduling a day to assemble the buckets,
so please stay tuned if you would like to help with assembly.

The Lenten Season will soon be here and we are planning for prayer partners. If you wish to
participate please sign up on the sheet posted on the communication board by February 23™. We
will be praying from Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday. You will receive the name for
whom you are praying on March 2™ and on Easter April 20 a complete list of who was praying
for whom will be posted.

}45/\/ WZ&/]’L@&V/&% If you will be joining us for the
: e

soup dinner prior to service, please
el o sign up on the communication
March 5,2025, 6:30 PM 54 board.
Joint Service of the 513 Region
of SONKA churches held at St. &,
Peter & St. Paul UCC.

L)

There will be a soup dinner
prior to service at 5:30

We are looking for participants to assist with the service.
Please sign up on the communication board or
online by clicking this QR code. ——ee—)
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