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If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome! 
Thank you for joining us, we’re happy you are here. 

 
Please make sure to sign-in in the Narthex and include your name and email so we can  

keep you updated on upcoming events and special worship services. 
 
*Please stand if you are able and comfortable  Congregation reads text in bold print 
 

      In our liturgy,   A: is all our voices.   L: is the liturgist’s voice    P: is the Pastor’s voice 
 
Pre-Service Music  ~  9:55 a.m.  Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship 
 
Bringing Christ’s Light into Worship                                                                     Youth Acolyte and 
                                                       Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte 
 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns for Prayer                   Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse 
 
Live Stream Begins 
Welcome and Announcements                    Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse 
          
Prelude                                           Garrett Woods, Music Director 
                                                                                                  
*Call to Worship                   Jan Williams, Liturgist 
L: As we join in worship this day, we might feel like the disciples, overwhelmed by grief. After 
all, the state of the world is so uncertain now. 
A: But our resurrected Christ comes to us, saying, “Peace be with you.” 
L: We might feel like Thomas, looking for physical signs that the unbelievable could be true. 
After all, nothing like this has ever happened before. 
A: But our resurrected Christ comes to us, saying, “Here are the marks on my body.” 
L: Can we really believe that Jesus is here again? 
A: Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on us. Christ’s peace is with us. We don’t need to be afraid. 
L: Our resurrected Christ calls us to worship, and we receive the peace of Christ. 
A: Let us worship with joy! Alleluia! 
 
*Hymn                 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                         No. 25 
 
 



 
 
*Invocation 
A: Resurrected Christ, you have taught us how the unbelievable can be possible. When there 
is so much to fear in the world, we can find peace in your presence. As we worship, breathe 
your Spirit on us, that we may carry it with us. Help us comfort our neighbors. Help us serve 
a world of need. We pray this with thanksgiving for your work among us. Amen. 
 
*Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
A: God, we confess that we too might be like Thomas. As we are overwhelmed by the world’s 
grief, it’s natural for us to be cynical. It’s hard to believe that hope is possible when hope is 
hard to find. But when we stop believing in hope, we also stop believing freedom in Christ 
can be possible. When we stop working to tear down injustice and discrimination, we stop 
others from experiencing the peace we have found in you. Forgive our unbelief, calm our 
fears, and help us be instruments of your peace. Amen. 
 
*Words of Grace 
P: Beloved, Jesus comes to us with grace, telling us we can believe. Because we believe, we can 
also be empowered to do the work of justice. Yes, the world is heavy. No, the work will never be 
done. But because we know Christ’s peace, we can share it with others. 
A: We believe in the grace and peace of Christ. We are forgiven. Alleluia! 
 
*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father)                      No. 35 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
Time for Silent Prayer     ~     Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.   
 
Prayer Through Song  “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”                   No. 306 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord; 
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Your peace. Amen. 

 



 
 
Young People’s Message!      

All young people are invited to come forward for their own special time with the Pastor. 
 
Young people may go to Sunday School            Tammi Hart 
 
First Reading:  Acts 4:32-35 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace 
was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or 
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, 
and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
Choir Anthem              "Walk With Me, Lord"            by Wagner                         
 
The Gospel    –    John 20:19-31  
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.” 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do 
not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
Message              “It’s True!”             Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse 



 
 
*Affirmation of Faith – “The Jesus Creed” 

We have confidence in Jesus who healed the sick, the blind, and the paralysed. 
And even raised the dead. 
He cast out evil powers and confronted corrupt leaders. 
He cleansed the temple. He favoured the poor. 
He turned water into wine, walked on water, calmed storms. 
He died for the sins of the world, rose from the dead, and ascended to the Father, 
sent the Holy Spirit. 
 
We have confidence in Jesus who taught in word and example, sign and wonder. 
He preached parables of the kingdom of God on hillsides, from boats, in the  
temple, in homes, at banquets and parties, along the road, on beaches, in towns, 
by day and by night. He taught the way of love for God and neighbour, 
for stranger and enemy, for outcast and alien. 
 
We have confidence in Jesus, who called disciples, led them, 
gave them new names and new purpose and sent them out to preach good news. 
He washed their feet as a servant. 
 
He walked with them, ate with them, called them friends, 
rebuked them, encouraged them, promised to leave and then return, 
and promised to be with them always. 
He taught them to pray. He rose early to pray, stole away to desolate places, 
fasted and faced agonising temptations, wept in a garden, 
and prayed, ‘Not my will but your will be done.’ 
He rejoiced, he sang, he feasted, he wept. 
 
We have confidence in Jesus, so we follow him, learn his ways, 
seek to obey his teaching and live by his example. 
We walk with him, walk in him, abide in him, as a branch in a vine. 
We have not seen him, but we love him. 
His words are to us words of life eternal, and to know him is to know the true  
and living God. 
We do not see him now, but we have confidence in Jesus. Amen. 

 
- The Jesus Creed was first used at the Emergent Convention, Nashville, May 2004. © Brian McLaren 

 
*Hymn          “I Love to Tell the Story”                             No. 480 
 



 
 
*Invitation to the Offering 
L: The richness of God’s love extends to all persons and in response to God’s abundant 
compassion, we are invited into a spirit of generosity so that God’s love may be known to the very 
ends of the earth. Let us give generously. 
 
*Doxology (Praise)                              No. 46 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
A: God of the Resurrection, help us use these gifts to offer hope, peace and love in Your 
Name. We are able to use our gifts, talents, time, and treasure for your love. We can do 
incredible things because your Spirit lives within us. Help us to do them. Amen. 
 
*Hymn          “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                            No. 517 
 
*Benediction 
P: Beloved, go in peace, and go be peace! Receive the Holy Spirit deep in your being, and go out 
to share your new life in Christ with the world! Amen! 
 
*Benediction Response 
Up from the grave he arose, (he arose) 
with a mighty triumph o'er his foes; (o'er his foes) 
he arose a victor from the dark domain, 
and he lives forever with his saints to reign. 
He arose! (he arose) He arose! (he arose) Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

 
Postlude 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us at St. Peter and St. Paul United Church of Christ! 
3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238 

Current Office Hours: W, Th, & Fri. 10am – 2pm (W & Th remotely) ~ Sat 9-11am + 513-661-3745 
In case of pastoral care emergency, please call the office, Deb Boland at 513-252-8744,  

or Pastor Teri Lynn at 513-250-6460 
 

 spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red Pew 
Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI # 11439836 / CSPLI 

# CSPL1650 / One License M-401820 



 
 

Announcements 

 
 
On June 8th we will be honoring those who have recently graduated or will graduate from high 
school, college, graduate or professional schools. If you have a loved one you would like to be 
included in our Graduation Sunday please provide their name to the Church Office by June 1st.  

 
 

We will once again host a Mother’s Day breakfast before service on May 11th.  A sign-up sheet 
will be posted on the Communication Board this Sunday.  You may also call the office to make a 
reservation and your choice of offering. 
 
 

Paddle Party Fundraiser 
at Jim and Jack's Restaurant  

3456 River Rd, Cincinnati OH 45204 
on Thursday, May 22. 

Paddle sales start 6:00, Bidding starts at 7:00 
 

We invite you to join us in making this fundraising event a success by donating a complete basket 
or contributing items to help create baskets. If you prefer, a monetary donation is also fantastic, 
and we can do the shopping and complete a basket. Types of baskets that shine at this event 
include gardening items, gift cards to stores and restaurants, lottery tickets, tech gadgets, concert 
and movie tickets, chocolates, wine, board games, and sports paraphernalia or tickets—to name a 
few! 
 
We pray that you will support this effort with both items to auction and your attendance, so save 
the date. Let's make this a fun and rewarding experience for us and the church! 
 

Please share with your friends, it’s a fun time for all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Did you know??? 
If you’re a Kroger shopper and use their Loyalty Rewards Card they offer a Community Rewards 
program.  If you enroll, a percentage of your purchases will be donated to the church.   
 
Signing up is easy, follow the steps below. 

1. Sign in to your Kroger Account 
2. Click on my account 
3. On the left-hand side scroll down to Community Rewards 
4. Under Find an organization enter “St. Peter & St. Paul UCC” 
5. Find our organization and click enroll 

 
That’s it, you’re enrolled.  Any time you shop at Kroger and use your Rewards card a portion of 
your purchase will be sent to the church. 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


