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If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us, we’re happy you are here.

Please make sure to sign-in in the Narthex and include your name and email so we can keep you]
updated on upcoming events and special worship services.

*Please stand if you are comfortable and able. The Congregation reads text in bold print.

In our liturgy, A: is All our voices. L: is the Liturgist’s voice. LL: is the Lay Leader’s voice.

Bringing Christ’s Light into Worship Youth Acolyte and
Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte

Sharing of Joys and Concerns for Prayer Joel Westermeyer
Live Stream Begins
Prelude Garrett Woods, Music Director

Welcome and Announcements Joel Westermeyer
God is good (all the time!) — And all the time (God is good!)

*Call to Worship Paul Middendorf, Liturgist
L: God calls us together as people shaped by love.
A: We come to worship the God who first loved us.

L: We show our love for God through praise and prayer.
A: We grow in love through following Jesus in faith and discipleship.

L: We show love through our presence with one another.
A: We serve with compassion, reflecting Christ’s love in the world.

L: Let us worship God with hearts formed by love.
A: May our worship send us out to love in word and deed.



*Benediction

LL: Go in peace, rooted in the love of God. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you now and always. Go in peace, and love
one another as Jesus has loved you. Amen.

*A: Benediction Response
“Blessed Be The Tie That Binds” (No. 433)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

When we are called to part, it gives us inward pain;
but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again.

Postlude Garrett Woods, Music Director

Thank you for womﬁi/)‘pinﬂ with us at St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ!

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238
+ 513-661-3745
In case of pastoral care emergency, please call the office or Deb Boland.
spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org
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*Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” No. 517
*Invocation

A: Loving and Faithful God, we come into your presence because you have called us here by
grace. Gather us now by your Spirit so that our worship may be faithful and our hearts may
be open to your love. Shape us through your Word, draw us together as the body of Christ,
and receive our praise that is offered in humility and thanksgiving. We ask this in the name

of Jesus Christ, who is our Savior, Lord, and Friend. Amen.

*Call to Confession
L: The call to love God and our neighbor is at the heart of our faith, and yet, we know that our love
often falls short. Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin together.

*Prayer of Confession

A: Merciful God, you have commanded us to love you with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. We confess that we have not loved you fully,
nor have we loved one another as Christ has loved us. We have been slow to forgive,
reluctant to serve, and divided in our hearts. Forgive us, we pray, and renew us by your
Spirit, so that we may live as people shaped by your love. We humbly ask for this grace
through Jesus Christ, your Son, and our Lord. Amen.

*Words of Assurance

LL: Hear the Good News: “But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners,
Christ died for us.” In the name of Jesus Christ, we are loved, cherished, and forgiven.

A: In Jesus Christ, we are truly forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father) No. 35
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Please be seated.
LL: Silent Prayer & Pastoral Prayer
Hymn of Prayer “More Love To Thee, O Christ” No. 527



The Lord’s Prayer

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Through Song “Into My Heart” No. 304
Into my heart, into my heart, come into my heart, Lord Jesus;
Come in today, come in to stay, come into my heart, Lord Jesus.
Special Music “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” Bell Choir
Children dismissed for Sunday School with Miss Tammi
Message: “Our Hearts In Christian Love”
Written by Mary Beth Westermeyer
Delivered by Matthew Westermeyer, Lay Leader
Introduction
Christian Love Through Worship
Hymn: “/ Love Your Church, O God” (No. 274)
Christian Love Through Discipleship
Hymn: “I Love To Tell The Story” (No. 480)
Love Of God Through Jesus Christ
Anthem “How Great His Love” (by Ruth Elaine Schram) Chancel Choir

Christian Love Through Presence
Hymn: “In This Very Room” (No. 295)

Christian Love Through Service
Hymn: “They’ll Know We Are Christians” (No. 494)

Closing Prayer

*Hymn “When Love Is Found” No. 499
* Affirmation of Faith

A Responsive Affirmation based on 1 Corinthians 13 (NRSV)

LL: We believe that love is the greatest gift of all.
A: Love is patient and kind. It is not envious, or boastful, or arrogant.

LL: Love does not insist on its own way. It is not irritable or resentful.
A: It does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.

LL: Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
A: Love never ends.

LL: And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three: but the greatest of these is love.
A: We trust that God has poured his love into our hearts by the Spirit, and we dedicate
ourselves to living in patient, kind, enduring love. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

*Invitation to the Offering
L: God has loved us generously and without measure. In gratitude for all that we have received, let
us offer ourselves and our gifts to God.

*Doxology (Praise) No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

A: Generous God, we offer these gifts as signs of our gratitude for your love. Receive them
and use them for the work of your kingdom, so that your love may be made known through
the service of your Church. Through Jesus Christ, our loving Savior, we pray. Amen.

*Hymn “Jesus Loves Me!” No. 113



