St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ

The Third Sunday of Advent

December 15, 2024



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us, we’re happy you are here.

Please make sure to sign-in in the Narthex and include your name and email so we can keep you
updated on upcoming events and special worship services.

*Please stand if you are able and comfortable Congregation reads text in bold print

In our liturgy, A:is all our voices. L: is the liturgist’s voice P: is the Pastor’s voice

Pre-Service Music ~ 9:55 a.m. Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship
Bringing Christ’s light into Worship Kamaya Anderson, Acolyte
Prayer Requests, Joys and Concerns Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Live stream begins
Prelude Garrett Woods, Music Director

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING — THREE CANDLES —JOY
Readers & Lighters — Sunday School Young People

Reading: Isaiah 9:2-6

Response:

Reader: Last Sunday we lit the candle of Hope, remembering the hope which comes in Christ,
and we lit the candle of Peace, remembering God’s dream of a peaceful world. Today we light the
third candle of Advent, the candle of Joy. (Light Candles).

In Advent, we are in a time of waiting. Like the Israelites who wandered through the Wilderness,
waiting to come into the Promised Land, we wait for the coming of the Joy of Ages. We wait for
the day where we can join our voices with the angels to sing “Joy to the World, the Lord is
come!”

We wait for the day when everlasting joy will be on each of us. We light this candle in Joy.

A: On this day, we remember the Spirit who breathes joy into our lives.




Advent Hymn “One Candle Is Lit” No. 128 (verse 3)
Come, festively sing while awaiting the birth, join angels in dancing from heaven to earth.
Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise. One candle is lit for the joy of these days.

Please rise as you are able and comfortable.

*CALL TO WORSHIP Michelle Daniels, Liturgist
L: Host of Hosts, from sunrise to sunrise and generation to generation, we are your people.

A: You have been with us wherever we have gone. You will be with us wherever we may go.
L: You planted us in a land flowing with milk and honey, and then you planted our salvation in
Mary’s womb.

A: Jesus, who is the Christ, is planted firmly in each one of us.

L: Our souls magnify the Holy One.

A: Our spirits rejoice in God, our Savior.

Hymn “Joy to the World” No. 143

*INVOCATION

A: Beloved and Holy God, we welcome you into our worship and to the sacred space

that we have built to gather together as your people. Here, we come to offer you our
thanksgiving and praise in response to the abundance of your creation. Here, we come

to share with you our prayers of confession and petition, for they lie heavy on our

hearts. Even knowing that you are here and everywhere, we come longing to hear you say:
“] am with you always.” Amen.

*CALL TO CONFESSION

L: We have been reminded during our Advent journey that God comes to dwell within us in our
weaknesses and in our struggles. As we confess our sins to God, let us be assured of God’s
gracious presence.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

L: Compassionate and Forgiving God, we trespass on your mercy and take your favor for
granted.

A: We think only of ourselves.




L: We forget the lessons of those who came before us, and we ignore our responsibility to those
who will follow us.

A: We grow proud and seek power.

L: We do not see the destruction of our actions and how it distances us from you.

A: We do not recognize our hunger for what it is or where it leads us.

L: We grow faint.

A: Bring us home to you, Merciful Beloved.

* ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: The Holy One forgives and bestows favor on each one of us, even and especially when we are
lowly in spirit. We are blessed from generation to generation by the Mighty One, whose strength
and mercy are forever.

A: Amen!

*GLORIA PATRI No. 35
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.

SILENT PRAYER ~ PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer Through Song “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” No. 306
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Young People’s Message!
All young people are invited to come forward for their own special time with the Pastor.

Young people may go to Sunday School Tammi Hart



First Lesson: Philippians 4:4-7

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. > Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. ® Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Gospel Lesson: Luke 1:39-56
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound
of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there
would be fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
Mary’s Song of Praise
46 And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant.
Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name; indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones
and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
He has come to the aid of his child Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.

Sermon: “What Amazing News!” Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

*Hymn “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!” No. 164



* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  “I Believe: A Nativity Affirmation” by Bruce Prewer
I believe in the Living God who is directly involved in the affairs of the world.

I believe that God chooses the meek and the poor to shame the proud and the rich.
I believe in the incarnate Word, leaping in a woman’s womb, cradled in poverty.

I believe in Jesus, true son of Mary, true Son of God, who came among us in
weakness, that we might come to know the profound strength available to common people
who turn to God in trust and with love.

Yes, my friends, this I truly believe.

*OFFERING INVITATION

L: The God of Abundance lays the bounty of all creation before us, strengthens us when we are
weak, and fills us when we are hungry. Let us share deeply and joyfully so that all may come to
the table of God’s heavenly feast.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
A: God Only Wise, accept these offerings — the fruit of our labor and lives — in obedience of
our faith through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.

Hymn: “Come, O Long - Expected Jesus” No. 125

*BENEDICTION
May the Spirit of God enliven us to carry forth joy, boldly.
May the Spirit of God strengthen us as we create paths of peace.
May the Spirit of God awaken us as we share hope generously and widely.
And let us walk in God’s love as we seek our renewal of life.

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “HE CAME DOWN”, VERSE 4
He came down that we may have joy;
he came down that we may have joy;
he came down that we may have joy;
hallelujah forevermore.

POSTLUDE



Thank you for womﬁi/innj with us at St. Peter and St Caul United Church of Christ!

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238
Current Office Hours: T, W, Th, & Fri. 10:00am — 2:00pm + 513-661-3745

spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red Pew
Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI # 11439836 / CSPLI
# CSPL1650 / One License M-401820
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Congratutations Pastor Terc Lyun for 25 of ondaiued ministny!!!

An Unlikely Advent - Advent Bible Study - Hosted by Bob Hedspeth
12/8 — 5:00 — 7:00 12/15 — 5:00 — 7:00 12/22 — 5:00 — 7:00

Our December 22nd
service will include
Children’s Christmas
program.

our




Hurricanes 2024 Relief Efforts -
Deadline EXTENDED through 12/31/24

Sign Up Activity

Total Slots: @

Filled Slots: @

Available Slots: [ 339 @ Filled

% Filled: ® Available
Note: Items with unlimited quantity

are not included in this graph.

Property Wish List

100% Thank you for everyone’s support!!!

100% 100% 100%

Fellowship Hall
Mulch $828.00 Floor Replacement H\sfz/-;\%gglgaoep Ch;gc;o%eggsh

$3,000.0

Church Office HVAC Bulletin Board /
Replacement ChuréhoToegr(ljnglogy White Board
$2,500.00 $115.00

Property Wishlist



MONTHLY
COMMUNITY MEAL

December 21st 2024

10:30am - 12:00pm
(3rd Saturday every month)

Join us for a free meal, food bag to take home as
well the opportunity to go through all clothing and
houseware donations that you may need. All are
welcome, no documentation required.

CHRISTMAS EVE - TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24.
WE WILL OFFER TWO CHRISTMAS EVE
CANDLELIGHT SERVICES AT
2:00 PM AND 10:00 PM.
ALL ARE INVITED!




Mission Statement
St. Peter and St. Paul United Church of Christ
Be the lighthouse of the community, letting Christ’s life

flow through us as a beacon of hope and strength to
others.

) -Il-o enlighten the entire church family on the values of
participation and commitment

, Cjﬁer to all the hand of fellowship, allowing the Holy Spirit
to work through us

7I|-jght the way for the community, as we serve God and reach
out to minister

,7©Jffer support and care for one another, with grace

) \/isit and minister to all in need, as Jesus did

Encourage one another to walk in the faith, actively in love
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