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475. The Church of Christ in Every Age 

1 The church of Christ, in every age,​
beset by change but Spirit-led,​
must claim and test its heritage​
and keep on rising from the dead. 

2 Across the world, across the street,​
the victims of injustice cry​
for shelter and for bread to eat,​
and never live until they die. 

3 Then let the servant church arise,​
a caring church that longs to be​
a partner in Christ's sacrifice,​
and clothed in Christ's humanity. 

4 For Christ alone, whose blood was shed,​
can cure the fever in our blood,​
and teach us how to share our bread​
and feed the starving multitude. 

5 We have no mission but to serve​
in full obedience to our Lord:​
to care for all, without reserve,​
and spread Christ's liberating word. 

594. Dear Lord, and Father of Mankind 

1 Dear Lord, and Father of mankind*,​
forgive our foolish ways!​
Reclothe us in our rightful mind,​
in purer lives thy service find,​
in deeper reverence, praise. 

2 In simple trust like theirs who heard,​
beside the Syrian sea,​
the gracious calling of the Lord,​



let us, like them, without a word,​
rise up and follow thee. 

3 O sabbath rest by Galilee!​
O calm of hills above,​
where Jesus knelt to share with thee​
the silence of eternity,​
interpreted by love! 

4 Drop thy still dews of quietness,​
till all our strivings cease;​
take from our souls the strain and stress,​
and let our ordered lives confess​
the beauty of thy peace. 

5 Breathe through the heats of our desire​
thy coolness and thy balm;​
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;​
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,​
O still, small voice of calm. 
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