St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ

Feb. 2, 2025

Fourth Sunday after The Epiphany



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us; we’re happy you are here.

Please sign in at the welcome stand in the Narthex and include your name and
email so we can update you on upcoming events and special worship services.

*Please stand if you are able and comfortable Congregation reads text in bold print

In our liturgy, A:is all our voices. L: is the liturgist’s voice P: is the Pastor’s voice

Pre-Service Music ~ 9:55 a.m. Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship

Bringing Christ’s light into Worship Youth Acolyte &
Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte

Prayer Requests, Joys and Concerns Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Live stream begins

Prelude Garrett Woods, Music Director
Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse
*Call to Worship Michelle Daniels, Liturgist

L: Holy One, you have searched and known us.

A: You know when we sit down and when we rise up; you discern our thoughts.

L: You search out our paths and our lying downs and are acquainted with all my ways.

A: Even before a word is on our tongues, O Holy One, you know it completely.

L: You hem us in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon us.

A: We praise you, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works;
that we know very well.

*Hymn “How Firm a Foundation” No. 618




*Invocation

A: We are called to “observe the Sabbath day and keep it holy, as our God commanded us.”
Be with us Holy One, so that we may be refreshed and renewed, every day. May the Holy
Spirit descend upon us as we gather in worship and praise, for all you do in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

*Call to Confession
L: As we gather in worship, let us take this moment to consider our needs for transformation and
forgiveness. I invite you to quietly reflect on our need for grace. Allow a short moment of silence.

*Prayer of Confession

A: Dear God, the creator of all things based on love. You created us in your image of love
and there have been times we have fallen short of that love, not only to you but to each
other and all of creation. I ask for your forgiveness and from you, present today, my
siblings, sisters and brothers in Christ. I thank you for the comforting strength and
compassion of the Holy Spirit to do better in bringing love and grace and all I do. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.

*Words of Assurance

P: Scripture tells us “Light will shine out of darkness,” and though we may be “afflicted in every
way, we are not crushed, perplexed but not driven to despair” and when we turn to God for
blessed grace; grace is always granted. Grace is our greatest gift. Amen.

A: We are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father) No. 35
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.
Time for Silent Prayer ~ Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



Prayer Through Song “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” No. 306
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Your peace. Amen.

Young People’s Message!
All young people are invited to come forward for their own special time with the Pastor.

Young people may go to Sunday School Tammi Hart

The Holy Scriptures
First Reading — Ps. 71:1-6 ~ Prayer for Lifelong Protection and Help (Read Responsively)
'Tn you, O Lord, I take refuge;
let me never be put to shame.
2In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me;
incline your ear to me and save me.
3 Be to me a rock of refuge,
a strong fortress to save me,
for you are my rock and my fortress.
4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked,
from the grasp of the unjust and cruel.
S For you, O Lord, are my hope,
my trust, O Lord, from my youth.
® From my birth I have leaned upon you,
my protector since my mother’s womb.
My praise is continually of you.

Choir Anthem: “How Great His Love” by Ruth Elaine Schram

The Holy Gospel — Luke 4:20-30

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him. 2! Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that
came from his mouth. They said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” 23 He said to them, “Doubtless you
will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, ‘Do here also in your
hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’ ” 24 And he said, “Truly I tell
you, no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 2° But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel
in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months and there was a
severe famine over all the land, 26 yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at



Zarephath in Sidon. 2’ There were also many with a skin disease in Israel in the time of the
prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 2 When they heard
this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 2° They got up, drove him out of the town, and led
him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the

cliff. 3 But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

Message “Immediate Challenges” Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

*Affirmation of Faith
A: God is the eternal rock.
From year’s beginning to its end
God is faithful!

In each day God is present

In each action God comes close.
Through all eternity

God is trustworthy!

Yesterday, today and forever
Sustaining, enlivening, making all things new.

God is the eternal rock!
— Christine Sine, on her Godspace website.

*Hymn “O Young and Fearless Prophet” No. 669

*Invitation to the Offering

L: As we have offered his faith, hope and love in worship, discipleship, fellowship and
service, so we offer to you all that we are, and all that we have. Let us bring our gifts of
time, talent and treasure before God for the love of our neighbor and the world.

*Doxology (Praise) No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

A: O Lord our God, maker of all things, through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the
care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself

for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




Service of Holy Communion

*Communion Prayer

P: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
A: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord our God, creator
and ruler of the universe. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal
the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened
his arms to all...

Words of Institution

...Pour out your Holy Spirit, send your Word, that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people in the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore, we exalt you, we bless you, we praise your Holy Name, singing:

*Seraphic Hymn
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and Earth are full,
Are full of the majesty of Thy glory,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!

Please be seated.

Invitation to Communion

P: We are made one through the Word and through these simple elements, every time we

come to the Table to share them. May we become closer in our faith and broader in our serving,
as we share in our faith in the way that Jesus taught us. Amen.

Communion Anthem: “Bread of the World” by Mark Burrows, arr. Mary McDonald



Distribution of Communion
P: Come. All things are ready. The gifts of God, for the people of God.
All may come forward for the bread (Gluten Free is available) and wine (outer ring
of cups) or grape juice (center of tray). If you are not able to come forward, raise
your hand and we will bring Communion to you.

Prayer of Gratitude

A: Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his body and
blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Hymn “Here I Am, Lord” No. 452

*Benediction

P: Dear friends, we have been nourished and renewed in this Sabbath day with the love of God
who created us, God who redeemed us, and God who sustains us. Go in peace, sharing the Good
News. Amen.

*Benediction Response ~ “Many Are the Lightbeams,” verse 1 No. 492
Many are the lightbeams from the one light.
Our one light is Jesus.
Many are the lightbeams from the one light;
we are one in Christ.

Postlude



Thank You for womﬁip/)irg with us at St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ!

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238
Current Office Hours: W, Th, & Fri. 10am — 2pm (W & Th remotely) ~ Sat 9-11am + 513-661-
3745
In case of pastoral care emergency, please call the office, Deb Boland,
or Pastor Teri Lynn at 513-250-6460

spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal — Red
Pew Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI #
11439836 / CSPLI # CSPL1650 / One License M-401820

@ ANNOUNCEMENLS ((/@

Our Annual Meeting will be held February 23,
from 11:30 — 1:00 in Fellowship Hall.

Hurricanes 2024 Relief Efforts —

Assembly Day — We are working on scheduling a day to assemble the buckets,
so please stay tuned if you would like to help with assembly.
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Service

March 5, 2025, 6:30 PM ,
Joint Service of the 513 Region

of SONKA churches held at St.
Peter & St. Paul UCC. X

There will be a soup dinner
prior to service at 5:30

We are looking for participants to assist with the service.
Please sign up on the communication board or

online by clicking this QR code. ——————————)

ST, PETER &
'ST. PAUL UCC

KNiTTilNG &
ROCHETING
GROUP

ery Friday 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

If you enjoy
knitting or
crocheting come
join us!!!

Beginners are welcome...we will teach you.
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Play this puzzle online at : https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/37769/
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