St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ

The First Sunday in Lent

March 9, 2025



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us; we’re happy you are here.

Please sign in at the welcome stand in the Narthex and include your name and
email so we can update you on upcoming events and special worship services.

*Please stand if you are able and comfortable Congregation reads text in bold print

In our liturgy, A: is all our voices. L: is the liturgist’s voice P: is the Pastor’s voice

Pre-Service Music ~ 9:55 a.m. Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship
Bringing Christ’s light into Worship Youth Acolyte &
Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte

Prayer Requests, Joys and Concerns Bob Hedspeth
Live stream begins

Prelude Garrett Woods, Music Director
Welcome and Announcements Bob Hedspeth
Mission Moment Deb Boland
*Call to Worship Jan Williams, Liturgist

L: Into the house of God we are called to enter, and celebrate the One God,

A: To worship and receive the gift of grace.

L: As we step towards this sacred space,

A: We acknowledge all that can distract or exploit.

L: God calls upon us to focus on our own lives that we may shine forth God’s love.

A: Together we give ourselves in worship and right relations with our neighbor. Let us
worship God.

Hymn “The God of Abraham Praise” No. 24

*Invocation

A: Gracious God, walk with us in these 40 days. Let us know we are not alone, that you are
always with us. Even when we feel alone, and when we are overwhelmed, God is with us.
Let us open ourselves to recognize God’s presence within us and among us. Amen.




*Call to Confession
L: Let us call to mind our need for change, openness, and greater love, shown in ways that help
and support all who call God Home, One, Blessing, and Peace.

*Prayer of Transformation and New Life

A: Gracious God, you hold us, but in times of stress, we fear that we are all alone. We
hunger for easy comfort, even knowing that our appetite will return. We aim for power
over uncertainty, forgetting that control is an illusion. Forgive us for choosing distraction to
escape from chaos. Bring our focus back to you, to your word, your presence, and your
child Jesus. Amen.

*Words of Grace

L: God’s compassion is deep and wide, from everlasting to everlasting. God reaches out to us,
eagerly drawing us close, forgiving our sins through God’s unending grace. In the name of Christ,
you are forgiven.

*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father) No. 35
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.
Pastoral Prayer ~ Silent Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Through Song “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” No. 306
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace. Amen.



Scripture Lessons

First Reading ~ Romans 10:8b-13

$<“The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); *because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. °For one believes with the heart and so is
justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. ' The scripture says, “No one who
believes in him will be put to shame.”

12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous
to all who call on him. "*For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Choir Anthem “In Love Christ Came Among Us” by Martin

The Gospel - Luke 4:1-13

!Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, >where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those
days, and when they were over, he was famished. *The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” *Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One
does not live by bread alone.”” *Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the
kingdoms of the world. ®*And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. "If you, then, will
worship me, it will all be yours.” 8Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your
God, and serve only him.”” °Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the
pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from
here,!%for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,” 'and ‘On
their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”” “Jesus
answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”” *When the devil had
finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.

Message “Sugar Cookies, Ice Cream and Popcorn” Bob Hedspeth

*Affirmation of Faith — “The Jesus Creed”
We have confidence in Jesus
who healed the sick, the blind, and the paralysed.
And even raised the dead.
He cast out evil powers
and confronted corrupt leaders.
He cleansed the temple.
He favoured the poor.




He turned water into wine,

walked on water, calmed storms.

He died for the sins of the world,

rose from the dead, and ascended to the Father,
sent the Holy Spirit.

We have confidence in Jesus

who taught in word and example,

sign and wonder.

He preached parables of the kingdom of God

on hillsides, from boats, in the temple, in homes,

at banquets and parties, along the road, on beaches, in towns,
by day and by night.

He taught the way of love for God and neighbour,

for stranger and enemy, for outcast and alien.

We have confidence in Jesus,

who called disciples, led them,

gave them new names and new purpose

and sent them out to preach good news.

He washed their feet as a servant.

He walked with them, ate with them,

called them friends,

rebuked them, encouraged them,

promised to leave and then return,

and promised to be with them always.

He taught them to pray.

He rose early to pray, stole away to desolate places,
fasted and faced agonising temptations,

wept in a garden,

and prayed, ‘Not my will but your will be done.’
He rejoiced, he sang, he feasted, he wept.

We have confidence in Jesus,

so we follow him, learn his ways,

seek to obey his teaching and live by his example.
We walk with him, walk in him, abide in him,

as a branch in a vine.

We have not seen him, but we love him.

His words are to us words of life eternal,



and to know him is to know the true and living God.

We do not see him now, but we have confidence in Jesus. Amen.
The Jesus Creed was first used at the Emergent Convention, Nashville, May 2004. © Brian McLaren

*Hymn “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” No. 85

*Invitation to the Offering

L: The richness of God’s love extends to all persons and in response to God’s abundant
compassion, we are invited into a spirit of generosity so that God’s love may be known to
the very ends of the earth. Let us give generously.

*Doxology (Praise) No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
Dear God, use these gifts, and our lives, to feed and nourish, spreading your love
where it is most needed. We entrust these gifts to your care that they may abound in
your steadfast love for all persons. Use them for the building of your beloved
community here on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.

*Hymn “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” No. 211

*Benediction
L: God has turned our world upside down and called us to a life of transformation. Now, go forth
changed, called anew, and turned towards a God who makes us whole. Amen, and Amen!

*Benediction Response
At the cross, at the cross
Where I first saw the light,
And the burden of my heart rolled away,
It was there by faith I received my sight,
And now I am happy all the day!

*Postlude



Thank You for worsﬁi/)/)irg with us at St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ!

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238
Current Office Hours: W, Th, & Fri. 10am — 2pm (W & Th remotely) ~
Sat 9-11am + 513-661-3745
In case of pastoral care emergency, please call the office, Deb Boland,
or Pastor Teri Lynn at 513-250-6460

spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red
Pew Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI #
11439836 / CSPLI # CSPL1650 / One License M-401820

@ ANNOUNCEMENLS ((@)0

Hurricanes 2024 Relief Efforts —

Assembly Day — We are working on scheduling a day to assemble the buckets,
so please stay tuned if you would like to help with assembly.

The church is no longer accepting empty pill bottles for disposal.

Troop 107 Spaghetti Dinner & Cake Auction
Westwood First Presbyterian Church
Sunday March 9™ ~5:00 — 6:30 pm, auction starts at 5:45
Adults $10 ~ Youth $7 children under 10 free with adult
Tickets at the door.



Lenten Bible Study
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Every Wednesday
March 12th - April 16th
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Potluck Dinner - Bring a Dish

There is a companion novel available for our Lenten bible study
if you would like to purchase it.

MONTHLY
COMMUNITY MEAL

March 15th 2024

10:30am - 12:00pm
(3rd Saturday every month)

Join us for a free meal, food bag to take home as

well the opportunity to go through all clothing and
houseware donations that you may need. All are
welcome, no documentation required.




$1.00 - $3.00 each

DYD SALC

( Many types and genres )

All monies collected will
go towards the church
general fund.

(Fellowship Hall)
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Have old DVDs you’d like to get rid of?
Bring them in & donate them to our sale.



" EASTER EGG HUNT

APRIL 5 ~ 2:00 - 3:30 PM

CHILDREN WILL ENJOY A
\\ LIGHT LUNCH, PICTURES ’
W/ THE BUNNY, A CRAFT, W&

AND A FUN EGG HUNT.




Lenten Word Search
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: https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/1883698/

Play this puzzle online at
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