
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ 
 
 

October 26, 2025 
 



 
 

If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!   
Thank you for joining us. We’re happy you are here. 

 
Please make sure to sign-in in the Narthex and include your name and email so we can keep you 

updated on upcoming events and special worship services. 
 
*Please stand if you are comfortable and able.     The Congregation reads text in bold print. 
 
In our liturgy, A: is All our voices.   L: is the Liturgist’s voice.   LL: is the Lay Leader’s voice. 
 
Bringing Christ’s Light into Worship                                                                     Youth Acolyte and 
                                                       Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte 
 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns for Prayer                 Joel Westermeyer, Lay Leader 
 
Live Stream Begins 
 
Prelude                                                                     Garrett Woods, Music Director                                                   
 
Welcome and Announcements                  Joel Westermeyer, Lay Leader 

God is good (all the time!) – And all the time (God is good!) 
                                          
*Call to Worship                       Deb Boland, Liturgist 
L: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in times of trouble. 
A: Therefore, we will not fear – though the earth should change and  
the mountains shake in the heart of the sea. 
 
L: On this special day, we remember and proclaim: What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
A: That I am not my own, but belong – body and soul, in life and in death –  
to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
L: What has Christ done for you? 
A: He has fully paid for all my sins with His precious blood,  
and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. 
 
L: What confidence do you have in His care? 
A: He watches over me in such a way that not a hair can fall from my head without the will 
of my Father in heaven – indeed, all things must work together for my salvation. 



 
 
L: And how does this comfort shape your life? 
A: Because I belong to Him – Jesus Christ – and by His Holy Spirit, I am assured of eternal 
life, and this makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for Him. 
 
L: On this Reformation Sunday, we remember that God is still speaking,  
calling the church ever forward in faith. 
A: We give thanks for the saints and reformers,  
who heard God’s call and followed Christ anew. 
 
L: Let us worship the living God, whose Word is alive,  
whose Spirit renews, whose love endures forever. 
 
*Hymn                                        “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”       original English text 

 The Hymnal: published for the Reformed Protestant Church in the United States (1878) – #262 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, A bulwark never failing; 
Our helper He, amid the flood Of mortal ills prevailing: 

For still our ancient foe Doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and power are great, And, armed with cruel hate, 

On earth is not his equal. 
 

Did we in our own strength confide, Our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right Man on our side, The Man of God's own choosing: 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He; 
Lord Sabaoth His name, From age to age the same, 

And He must win the battle. 
 

And though this world, with devils filled, Should threaten to undo us, 
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us: 

The prince of darkness grim, We tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure, For lo! his doom is sure, 

One little word shall fell him. 
 

That word above all earthly powers, No thanks to them, abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours Through Him who with us sideth: 

Let goods and kindred go, This mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: God's truth abideth still, 

His kingdom is forever. AMEN. 



 
 
*Invocation 
A: Gracious and Ever-Reforming God, You are our refuge and strength, our rock and 
Redeemer. On this holy day, we thank You for the faithful who have gone before us – those 
who heard Your call, challenged the church to grow, and followed Christ with courage and 
conviction. As we gather in Your presence, renew us by Your Word and Spirit. Kindle in us 
the fire of Your truth, a passion for justice, and the joy of the Gospel. Reform our hearts, O 
God, that we may be Your church – faithful in worship, bold in witness, and steadfast in 
love. Come, Holy Spirit; dwell among us and make us ever new. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
our cornerstone and Savior, we pray. Amen. 
 
*Call to Confession 
L: As the church has been called to reform and renew through the ages, so we too are called to 
look within – to examine our lives and open our hearts to God’s transforming grace. With trust in 
Christ, who makes all things new, let us confess our sins and seek God’s mercy. 
 
*Prayer of Confession 
A: God of Mercy and Truth, we come before You in need of Your grace. You call us to be a 
people of faith, yet we often trust in our own strength, wisdom, and traditions. You call us to 
confront injustice, yet we are slow to speak, hesitant to act, and quick to judge. You call us to 
follow Christ with boldness, yet we give in to fear and resist Your Spirit’s leading. Forgive 
us, O God. Renew us by Your transforming love. By Your mercy, reform our lives, reshape 
our hearts, and restore Your church to faithfulness and joy. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
*Words of Assurance 
LL: Hear the good news: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in times of trouble. 
Though we fall short, God’s grace does not fail. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and 
made whole. The old has passed away – behold, the new has come. 
A: Thanks be to God, whose mercy is from everlasting to everlasting.  
By the power of the Holy Spirit, we are made new and sent forth in love. Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father)                      No. 35 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
LL: Silent Prayer & Pastoral Prayer 
 



 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
Prayer Through Song                              “Into My Heart”                                                      No. 304 

Into my heart, into my heart, come into my heart, Lord Jesus; 
Come in today, come in to stay, come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 
Children’s Moment              Miss Tammi 
 
Anthem                “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” (arr. Mark Hayes)                Chancel Choir 
 
Old Testament – Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach 
one another or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no 
more. 
 
Psalm 46 
1 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear, 
though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 3 though its waters roar 
and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. 4 There is a river whose streams make glad 
the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. 5 God is within her, she will not fall; 
God will help her at break of day. 6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the 
earth melts. 7 The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 8 Come and see 
what the LORD has done, the desolations he has brought on the earth. 9 He makes wars cease to the 
ends of the earth. He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 10 He 
says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in 
the earth.” 11 The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
 



 
 
Epistle – Romans 12:1-8 
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not 
be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern 
what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  
 
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith 
that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have 
the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 
members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 
in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in 
encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
 

Message: “Always Reforming: The Spirit Still Speaks” 
Joel Westermeyer, Lay Leader 

 
 

*Affirmation of Faith 
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: and in Jesus Christ, his 
only begotten Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended 
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the one holy universal Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Hymn                    “The Church’s One Foundation”                     original English text 

The Hymnal: published for the Reformed Protestant Church in the United States (1878) – #289 
 

The church's one foundation Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is His new creation By water and the Word: 

From heaven He came and sought her To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died. 

 



 
 

Elect from every nation, Yet one o'er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation One Lord, one faith, one birth: 

One holy Name she blesses, Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, With every grace endued. 

 
Though with a scornful wonder The world sees her oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping, Their cry goes up, "How long?" 

And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song. 
 

'Mid toil and tribulation, And tumult of her war, 
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore; 

Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest. AMEN. 

 
*Invitation to the Offering 
L: As we remember the reformers who gave boldly of their lives and gifts to renew Christ’s 
Church, let us now offer what we have and who we are, trusting that God will use these offerings 
to reform the world in love. 
 
*Doxology (Praise)                                    No. 46 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
A: Ever-Reforming and Faithful God, we bring these gifts in thanksgiving for all You have 
done, and in hope for all You will yet do. As You have shaped the Church through 
generations past, shape us now to be faithful stewards of Your Word and work. Bless these 
offerings – that they may bear fruit in ministries of justice, compassion, and reconciliation in 
a world in need. Use us, along with these gifts, to be agents of Your renewing Spirit for the 
glory of Christ and the good of Your Church. In the strong name of Jesus, we pray, Amen.  
 
*Hymn                    “O God, Our Help In Ages Past”                     original English text 

The Hymnal: published for the Reformed Protestant Church in the United States (1878) – #101 
 

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home: 

 



 
 

Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure. 

 
Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same. 

 
A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone; 

Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun. 
 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Bears all its sons away; 
They fly, forgotten, as a dream Dies at the opening day. 

 
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guide while life shall last, And our eternal home. AMEN. 
 
*Benediction 
LL: Go forth into the world in peace, renewed by the power of God’s Word, reformed by the grace 
of Jesus Christ, and sustained by the presence of the Holy Spirit. May the God of our ancestors 
inspire you, the Christ who calls us reform you, and the Spirit who leads us empower you – to love 
boldly, serve faithfully, and live hopefully. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
A: Amen. 
 
*A: Benediction Response 

“The Lord Bless You And Keep You” 
The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord lift His countenance upon you; 

And give you peace, and give you peace, The Lord make His face to shine upon you, 
And be gracious unto you, be gracious, The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen. 

 
Postlude                    Garrett Woods, Music Director                                                   
 

Thank you for worshipping with us at St. Peter and St. Paul United Church of Christ! 
3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238 

+ 513-661-3745 
In case of pastoral care emergency, please call the office or Deb Boland. 

 
spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org  

All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red Pew Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 
2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI # 11439836 / CSPLI # CSPL1650 / One License M-401820 



 
 
Our church will observe Totenfest during morning worship 
on Sunday, November 3. We will remember all of those of 
our church family who have passed away in the last year.  

 
Deadline Today, October 26. 

If you would like to add the name of a loved one or  
friend to our Totenfest list, please send that information  

to the church office (spspuccoffice@gmail.com).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 


