
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ 
 

Choir Christmas Program 
 

December 29, 2024 

 
 
 



 
 

If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome! 
Thank you for joining us, we’re happy you are here. 

 
Please make sure to sign-in in the Narthex and include your name and email so we can keep you 

updated on upcoming events and special worship services. 
 
*Please stand if you are able and comfortable  Congregation reads text in bold print 
 

      In our liturgy,   A: is all our voices.   L: is the liturgist’s voice    P: is the Pastor’s voice 
 
Pre-Service Music  ~  9:55 a.m.  Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship 
 
Bringing Christ’s light into Worship                                     Liam Miller, Acolyte 
 
Prayer Requests, Joys and Concerns              Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse 
 
Live stream begins       
Prelude                                     Garrett Woods, Music Director 
 
Welcome and Announcements              Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                    Julie Ress, Liturgist 
L:  Host of Hosts, from sunrise to sunrise and generation to generation, we are your people. 
A: You have been with us wherever we have gone. You will be with us wherever we may go. 
L:  You planted us in a land flowing with milk and honey, and then you planted our salvation in 
Mary’s womb. 
A:  Jesus, who is the Christ, is planted firmly in each one of us. 
L:   Our souls magnify the Holy One. 
A:  Our spirits rejoice in God, our Savior. 
 
*Hymn                 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”                                         No. 167 
 
*INVOCATION 
A:  Beloved and Holy God, we welcome you into our worship and to the sacred space that 
we have built to gather together as your people. Here, we come to offer you our 
thanksgiving and praise in response to the abundance of your creation. Here, we come to 
share with you our prayers of confession and petition, for they lie heavy on our hearts. Even 



 
 
knowing that you are here and everywhere, we come longing to hear you say: “I am with 
you always.” Amen. 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 
L:  We have been reminded during our Advent to Christmas journey that God comes to dwell 
within us in our weaknesses and in our struggles. As we confess our sins to God, let us be assured 
of God’s gracious presence.  
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
L:  Compassionate and Forgiving God, we trespass on your mercy and take your favor for 
granted. 
A: We think only of ourselves. 
L:  We forget the lessons of those who came before us, and we ignore our responsibility to those 
who will follow us. 
A: We grow proud and seek power. 
L:  We do not see the destruction of our actions and how it distances us from you. 
A: We do not recognize our hunger for what it is or where it leads us. 
L:  We grow faint. 
A:  Bring us home to you, Merciful Beloved. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
P:  The Holy One forgives and bestows favor on each one of us, even and especially when we are 
lowly in spirit. We are blessed from generation to generation by the Mighty One, whose strength 
and mercy are forever.  
A: Amen! 
 
*GLORIA PATRI                   NO. 35 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
SILENT PRAYER  ~  PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  



 
 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
PRAYER IN SONG “Into My Heart” 

Into my heart, into my heart, Come into my heart, Lord Jesus; 
Come in today, come in to stay, Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 
 
CHOIR AND BELL CHOIR PROGRAM 
 

THE STORY OF CHRIST’S BIRTH – AS TOLD FROM THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 
 
OPENING CAROL[CHOIR]     “Come, O Long-expected Jesus”                 
 
LITANY OF EXPECTATION     
V1 - AARON WESTERMEYER    V2 - JAN WILLIAMS 
ANGEL - KEVIN WESLEY    ZECHARIAH - JOEL WESTERMEYER 
ELIZABETH - DOROTHY COORE   MARY - MARYBETH WESTERMEYER 
 
CAROL[ALL]      “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”               No. 119 
 
LUKE 1:1-4 
 
CAROL[ALL]                “Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming”                     No. 136 
 
LUKE 1:5-25 
 
CAROL[ALL]                      “People, Look East”                                    No. 142 
 
LUKE 1:26-38 
 
CAROL[ALL]           “Angels, From The Realms Of Glory”                  No. 149 
 
LUKE 1:39-45 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM:    “SONG OF MARY”  

MUSIC: FAYE LOPEZ,  WORDS: PATRICIA MOCK & FAYE LOPEZ 
 



 
 
LUKE 1:46-56 
 
CAROL [BELL CHOIR]        “The First Noel,”  Verses 1 & 2   (sing very softly while the 
                                    bells play)                   No. 151 
LUKE 1:57-80 
 
CAROL[ALL]                “O Little Town Of Bethlehem”                              No. 144 
 
 
 
THE BIRTH OF JESUS – LUKE 2:1–7 
 
BIRTHING CAROL [ALL]             “Away In A Manger”                           No. 147 
 
P: Christ the Savior is born, shout Hallelujah 
A: Hallelujah 
 
*CELEBRATION CAROL[ALL]     “Joy To The World”                        No. 143 
 
THE SHEPHERDS AND THE ANGELS -- LUKE 2:8-14 
 
CAROL[ALL]                  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                           No. 150 

 
THE SHEPHERDS RETURN HOME – LUKE 2:15-20 
 
CAROL[ALL]            “Angels We Have Heard On High                       No. 155 
 
JESUS PRESENTED IN THE TEMPLE – Luke 2:21–39 
 
CLOSING CAROL[CHOIR]    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                       
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

“I Believe: A Nativity Affirmation” by Bruce Prewer 
 

I believe in the Living God who is directly involved in the affairs of the world. 
I believe that God chooses the meek and the poor to shame the proud and the rich. 

I believe in the incarnate Word, leaping in a woman’s womb, cradled in poverty. 



 
 

I believe in Jesus, true son of Mary, true Son of God, who came among us in 
weakness, that we might come to know the profound strength available to common people 
who turn to God in trust and with love. 

Yes, my friends, this I truly believe. 
 
*OFFERING INVITATION  
L:  The God of Abundance lays the bounty of all creation before us, strengthens us when we are 
weak, and fills us when we are hungry. Let us share deeply and joyfully so that all may come to 
the table of God’s heavenly feast. 
 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
A:  God Only Wise, accept these offerings – the fruit of our labor and lives – in obedience of 
our faith through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION  
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE  “HE CAME DOWN” 

He came down that we may have light; 
he came down that we may have light; 
he came down that we may have light; 
hallelujah forevermore. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 

 
Thank you for worshipping with us at St. Peter and St. Paul United Church of Christ! 

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238 
Current Office Hours: T, W, Th, & Fri. 10:00am – 2:00pm + 513-661-3745 

 
 spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red Pew 

Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI # 11439836 / CSPLI 
# CSPL1650 / One License M-401820 

 



 
 

Announcements 

 

Christmas Poinsettia – 
Donations due today. 
Order forms at the sign-up stand. 
 

Hurricanes 2024 Relief Efforts – 
          Deadline EXTENDED through 12/31/24 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


