St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ

Feb. 23,2025

Seventh Sunday after The Epiphany



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us; we’re happy you are here.

Please sign in at the welcome stand in the Narthex and include your name and
email so we can update you on upcoming events and special worship services.

*Please stand if you are able and comfortable Congregation reads text in bold print

In our liturgy, A:is all our voices. L: is the liturgist’s voice P: is the Pastor’s voice

Pre-Service Music ~ 9:55 a.m. Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship

Bringing Christ’s light into Worship Youth Acolyte &
Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte

Prayer Requests, Joys and Concerns Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Live stream begins

Prelude Garrett Woods, Music Director
Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse
Invitation to Congregation for Annual Meeting Following Worship The Church Council
*Call to Worship Deb Boland, Liturgist

L: We come, trusting the enduring promises of the Holy One.

A: Let meekness rise as strength of soul.

L: May our promised inheritance of love shine brightly all around.
A: May it strengthen us in our waiting and our working.

L: May all that is evil wither, and all that is good grow to fullness.
A: May the grace of God rest on us all as we gather.

*Hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” No. 715
*Invocation

A: God of Love, bear in us a new beginning. Soften our hearts and still our minds into Your
gracious embrace. Hold the worries and wanderings of our lives.




Gift us with the renewing energy of Your Holy Spirit. Let it meet our fatigue and form in us
a deepened commitment to your vision of the beloved community. Yes, mold us with Christ-
love into agents of Your blessing, for the good of the world. May the cup of our lives run
over with this of Your desire. In Your Holy name, we pray. Amen.

*Call to Confession
L: Let us confess our trespasses openly and honestly before God, whose compassion is
everlasting, and who brings new life and promise.

*Prayer of Confession

A: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word and deed, in what we have done and in what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart.

In the mercy of Almighty God, forgive us, renew us, and lead us, that we may delight in
your will and walk forward in your Holy Name. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

P: God has given you new life. Receive God’s mercy, forgiveness, and grace as the gift that has
been given. It is available, it is yours, and it is enough.

A: Thanks be to God!

*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father) No. 35
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.
Time for Silent Prayer ~ Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



Prayer Through Song “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” No. 306
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Your peace. Amen.

Young People’s Message!
All young people are invited to come forward for their own special time with the Pastor.

Young people may go to Sunday School Tammi Hart

The Holy Scriptures
First Reading — Psalm 91 (Read responsively)

You who live in the shelter of the Most High,
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,

2 will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress;
my God, in whom I trust.”

3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the hunter
and from the deadly pestilence;

4 he will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness is a shield and defense.

3 You will not fear the terror of the night
or the arrow that flies by day

% or the pestilence that stalks in darkness
or the destruction that wastes at noonday.

7 A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.

8 You will only look with your eyes
and see the punishment of the wicked.

9 Because you have made the Lord your refuge,
the Most High your dwelling place,

10 no evil shall befall you,
no scourge come near your tent.

'For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.

120n their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.




13'You will tread on the lion and the adder;
the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot.
14 Those who love me, I will deliver;
I will protect those who know my name.
15 When they call to me, I will answer them;
I will be with them in trouble;
I will rescue them and honor them.
16'With long life T will satisfy them
and show them my salvation.

Choir Anthem: “Amazing Grace, My Chains are Gone” by Tom Fettke

The Holy Gospel — Luke 6:27-38

“But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you; 28 bless
those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. 2° If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer
the other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your

shirt. 3° Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes away what is yours, do not ask for
it back again. 3! Do to others as you would have them do to you.

32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. 3 1f you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners do the same. 3*If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive payment, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 33 Instead, love your
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.? Your reward will be great, and you
will be children of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

37¢Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap, for the measure you give will be
the measure you get back.”

Message “Christian Bread Baking” Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

*Affirmation of Faith — “We Are Not Alone”
A: We are not alone, we live in God's world.
We believe in God: who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.




We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God's presence, to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

*

* posted on The United Church of Canada website. http://www.united-church.ca/beliefs/creed
*Hymn “On Eagles’ Wings” No. 77

*Invitation to Generosity

L: Jesus reminds us that God works by a different economy. He tells us, “If you do good to those
who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those
from whom you expect to receive payment, what credit is that to you? ... Instead, love your
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will
be children of the Most High.” Friends, by this, joy is given space to rise. May we discover it
growing in us as we bring our gifts to God.

*Doxology (Praise) No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

A: Generous God, thank you for pressing Your holy love into the lap of our lives. Bless
these gifts we bring that they may be multiplied into a good larger than we can imagine.
Also, bless us, that we might live our lives in gratitude, sharing freely without expectation of
return. Through this way of Jesus, stretch our hearts, minds, and lives into channels of
Your Holy grace. Amen.

*Hymn “In the Bulb, There Is a Flower” No. 638

*Benediction
P: O Love, that will not let us go, turn things around. Turn Us!
Turn us from revenge to creative good...
Turn us from clenched fists to open hands...
Turn us from scarcity to generosity...



Turn us from retribution to mercy...

Turn us from judgment to forgiveness...

Turn us from fear to gladness...
A: Yes, turn us, take our measured lives, and multiply in us the immeasurable joy
You have revealed through Jesus Christ.

*Benediction Response ~ “Many Are the Lightbeams,” verse 1 No. 492
Many are the lightbeams from the one light.
Our one light is Jesus.
Many are the lightbeams from the one light;
we are one in Christ.

Postlude

Thank ou for womﬁip/)irg with us at St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ!

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238
Current Office Hours: W, Th, & Fri. 10am — 2pm (W & Th remotely) ~ Sat 9-11am + 513-661-
3745
In case of pastoral care emergency, please call the office, Deb Boland,
or Pastor Teri Lynn at 513-250-6460

spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red
Pew Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI #
11439836 / CSPLI # CSPL1650 / One License M-401820



@ ANNOUNCEMENES @)»

Our Annual Meeting will be held
TODAY,
from 11:30 — 1:00 in Fellowship Hall.

Hurricanes 2024 Relief Efforts —

Assembly Day — We are working on scheduling a day to assemble the buckets,
so please stay tuned if you would like to help with assembly.

The Lenten Season will soon be here and we are planning for prayer partners. If you wish to
participate please sign up on the sheet posted on the communication board by February 23™. We
will be praying from Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday. You will receive the name for
whom you are praying on March 2" and on Easter April 20 a complete list of who was praying
for whom will be posted

THE SJART OF Join us for a joint service of
the 513 Region of SONKA
churches held at St. Peter &
St. Paul UCC.

March 5th

SOUP DINNER
530 PM
WORSHIP SIRVICI-
630 PM

If you will be joining us for the soup dinner prior to service,
please sign up on the communication board.
We also need volunteers for set-up and clean-up.



FEBRUARY 26TH

S5E308=07:500PM
(4TH WEDNESDAY EVERY MONTH)

ST. PETER & ST. PAUL UCC
3001 QUEEN CITY AVE.

7

-

Lenten Bible Study ,w

%he ch)(gl

a
Mat ale

Every Wednesday
March 12th - April 16th
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Potluck Dinner - Bring a Dish

There is a companion novel available for our Lenten bible study
if you would like to purchase it.



$1.00 - $3.00 each

DY'D SALC

( Many types and genres )

All monies collected will
go towards the church
general fund.

(Fellowship Hall)

AVA ¥4 s¥a aWa

6:00 PM- 8:00 PM
Fellowship Hall

We need volunteers for our pancake supper. Please see Tammi if interested.



KNITTING & CROCHETING

GROUP

COME CRAFT <~
WITH US

Looking for a fun and relaxing way to connect with
others? Join our knitting and crocheting group
every Friday from 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM—whether
you're a pro or a total beginner, we'd love to have
you! Don'’t worry if you've never picked up a
needle or hook before—we’ll teach you!

Free Food Distribulion

12:00PM - 2:00PM (/o) j
L

(1st Tuesday of every month)

S
St. Peter & St. Paul UCC Rumu 7]
3001 Queen City Ave N o

Our free food pick-up is open to all.
No documentation needed, no questions asked.
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