St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ

March 2, 2025

Transfiguration Sunday



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us; we’re happy you are here.

Please sign in at the welcome stand in the Narthex and include your name and
email so we can update you on upcoming events and special worship services.

*Please stand if you are able and comfortable Congregation reads text in bold print

In our liturgy, A:is all our voices. L: is the liturgist’s voice P: is the Pastor’s voice

Pre-Service Music ~ 9:55 a.m. Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship

Bringing Christ’s light into Worship Youth Acolyte &
Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte

Prayer Requests, Joys and Concerns Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Live stream begins

Prelude Garrett Woods, Music Director
Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse
*Call to Worship Bob Hedspeth, Liturgist
L: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. The call of the Holy One has brought us
together.

A: We have been called to pray and to praise.

L: We are called to worship and to holy wonder.

A: May the light of Love burn brightly in us.

L: May it transfigure and transform our hearts and minds.
A: May it become a beacon of hope for others.

*Hymn “When Morning Gilds the Skies” No. 100




*Invocation

A: God of mountaintops and valleys and everywhere in between, we thank you for meeting
us where we are. We thank you also for leading us to this place of prayer and renewal.
Enlighten our minds, radiate our hearts, and ready us for Your alive Word of Love. Let it
shine in and through us, lighting a path of grace, hope, and joy. May the same transfiguring
power, shown forth in Jesus Christ, also shine in us for the good of the world. Amen.

*Call to Confession
L: Let us unveil our eyes as we examine ourselves in the brilliant light of God’s presence.

*Prayer of Confession

A: Holy God, it has been easy to live with our eyes veiled. Too often, we have hidden from
the hard realities within us and around us. We have shielded Your light of Love, instead of
sharing it. Something deep within has often hardened our hearts, leading to inertia and
unfreedom. But there is a deeper longing within. We hunger for the forgiveness and
renewal You revealed in Jesus Christ. Forgive us, Holy One, and unveil our eyes and our
hearts.

With Your shining love, light a path of forgiveness for us that we may share it with others.
By this, we may know the freedom of new life you revealed in Jesus Christ. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

P: Do not lose heart! God is merciful. Bit by bit, we are being transformed into the image of
God’s glory made known in Jesus Christ. In our turning, God has forgiven us and unveiled our
lives. God has also called us to listen to Jesus Christ, the Beloved, who calls us by the same
name. Beloved, may the forgiving light of God’s love shine through us, and bear the hope of a
new beginning to others.

A: We hear the Good News! Amen!

*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father) No. 35
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.
Time for Silent Prayer ~ Pastoral Prayer



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Through Song “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” No. 306
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Your peace. Amen.

Young People’s Message!
All young people are invited to come forward for their own special time with the Pastor.

Young people may go to Sunday School Tammi Hart

The Holy Scriptures

First Reading — Exodus 34:29-35

2 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets
of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had
been talking with God. 3® When Aaron and all the Israclites saw Moses, the skin of his face was
shining, and they were afraid to come near him. *! But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all
the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. ** Afterward all the
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him
on Mount Sinai. > When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; * but
whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he
came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, ° the
Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put
the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

Bell Choir Anthem: “Abide With Me”

The Holy Gospel — Luke 9:28-43a

28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and
went up on the mountain to pray. 2* And while he was praying, the appearance of his face
changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. *° Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and
Elijah, talking to him. *! They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he
was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.



32Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed
awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. * Just as they were leaving him,
Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you,
one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. ** While he was saying this, a
cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. ** Then
from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 3¢ When the
voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any
of the things they had seen.

37 On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him.
38 Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only
child. * Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at
the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. *’I begged your disciples to cast it out, but
they could not.” *! Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer
must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” *> While he was coming, the demon
dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy,
and gave him back to his father. * And all were astounded at the greatness of God.

Message “To the Ends of the Earth” Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

* Affirmation of Faith — “Nicene Creed”
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,




who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Hymn “Christ, Be Our Light” ELW No. 715

*Invitation to Generosity

L: On the Mount of Transfiguration, the law of love and the prophecy of holy peace joined each
other in Jesus as he prayed. God’s generous love bore a radiant flash, touching earth with
heavenly light. So, the heart of God was revealed in Jesus, and a call was extended. It was the call
to listen to Jesus and love generously like him. So we are invited to taste heavenly joy as we
generously share the gifts we have received from the One who has born us into life. In this spirit,
may we bring our gifts to the one who transfigures everything with love.

*Doxology (Praise) No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

A: Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into
your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.

Amen.

Service of Holy Communion

Introduction

P: The Lord be with you.

A: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

A: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places



give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love,

that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Seraphic Hymn
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and Earth are full,
Are full of the majesty of Thy glory,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!

Communion Anthem ""How Beautiful" by Twila Paris

Distribution of Communion
P: Come. All things are ready. The gifts of God, for the people of God.
All may come forward for the bread (Gluten Free is available) and wine (outer ring
of cups) or grape juice (center of tray). If you are not able to come forward, raise
your hand and we will bring Communion to you.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

L: Let us pray together:

A: O Spirit of Life, shine on us again and again that we may become the blessing you
intend. Bless us to be a blessing from this Holy Meal, and keep awakening us to Your holy
mystery and Your sacred call. Bless us so that Your energy of love may be shared with
others and offer the light of a new beginning. By this, and more than we can name, continue
to transfigure us and the world. Amen.

Sending of Communion

P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with
those who are not able to be with us today. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those
who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

*Hymn “Be Thou My Vision” No. 595



*Benediction
P: May the Holy radiance of transfiguration continually light the wick of your life.
May it be a light that bears joy and hope and love.
May the voice of Jesus enter not only your ears but also your heart.
And may that voice shape your voice for the good of the world.
Blessings on you all! Amen and Amen.

*Benediction Response
At the cross, at the cross
Where I first saw the light,
And the burden of my heart rolled away,
It was there by faith I received my sight,
And now I am happy all the day!

Postlude

Thank you for womﬁi/)/ainj with us at St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ!

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238
Current Office Hours: W, Th, & Fri. 10am — 2pm (W & Th remotely) ~ Sat 9-11am + 513-661-
3745
In case of pastoral care emergency, please call the office, Deb Boland,
or Pastor Teri Lynn at 513-250-6460

spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red
Pew Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI #
11439836 / CSPLI # CSPL1650 / One License M-401820

ANNOUNCEIMEINES
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Hurricanes 2024 Relief Efforts —

Assembly Day — We are working on scheduling a day to assemble the buckets,
so please stay tuned if you would like to help with assembly.



THE START OF Join us for a joint service of

the 513 Region of SONKA
churches held at St. Peter &

St. Paul UCC.

March 5th

ASH PNESDAY

SOUP DINNER
230 PM
e\ ORSIHIP SERVICL
S 630 PM
If a you
will be joining us for the soup dinner prior to service,

please sign up on the communication board.
We also need volunteers for set-up and clean-up.

Free Food Distribulion .

44
MARCH 4TH (ﬁé |
12:00PM - 2:00PM e
(ist Tuesday of every month) p“ : “l‘:; kj /
St. Peter & St. Paul UCC T
3001 Queen City Ave N |

Our free food pick-up is open to all.
No documentation needed, no questions asked.



6:00 PM- 8:00 PM
Fellowship Hall

Lenten Bible Study

11')he Hwb(gl

a
Mat aile

Every Wednesday
March 12th - April 16th N
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm v
Potluck Dinner - Bring a Dish Ly

There is a companion novel available for our Lenten bible study
if you would like to purchase it.



$1.00 - $3.00 each

DY'D SALC

( Many types and genres )

All monies collected will
go towards the church

general fund.

(Fellowship Hall)

MONTHLY
COMMUNITY MEAL

March 15th 2024
10:30am - 12:00pm
(3rd Saturday every month)

Join us for a free meal, food bag to take home as
well the opportunity to go through all clothing and
houseware donations that you may need. All are

welcome, no documentation required.
=
{

I\ gy e“'»- 8

Troop 107 Spaghetti Dinner & Cake Auction
Westwood First Presbyterian Church
Sunday March 9™ ~ 5:00 — 6:30 pm, auction starts at 5:45
Adults $10 ~ Youth $7 children under 10 free with adult
Tickets at the door.
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