ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
AUGUST 2, 2026

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
COMMUNION SUNDAY



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us. We’re happy you are here.

Please make sure to sign in at the table in the Narthex.
If you include your name and email, we will keep you updated on
upcoming events and special worship services.

In our liturgy, please be mindful of the following:
e Sections with ** indicate please stand, whether in body or in spirit
e (Congregation reads text in BOLD PRINT

BRINGING CHRIST’S LIGHT INTO WORSHIP —
Youth Acolyte & Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS FOR PRAYER — Pastor Jade Kendall

LIVE STREAM BEGINS
PRELUDE — Garrett Woods, Music Director

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GOD IS GOOD (ALL THE TIME!) — AND ALL THE TIME (GOD IS GOOD!)

**CALL TO WORSHIP (RESPONSIVELY) — Jan Williams, Liturgist
Come, let us worship the God of steadfast love and unfailing faithfulness.
We come with grateful hearts to praise the Lord.

God calls us to trust with patience and hope. The kingdom grows quietly and
surely, a treasure beyond all earthly riches.
We seek the One who is worthy of our whole hearts.

Come, let us worship the Lord with hope and joy.
We will praise God now and forever. Amen.



**QPENING HYMN: “All My Hope On God Is Founded” (No. 88)

**INVOCATION (UNISON)

Faithful and Gracious God, we come with grateful hearts, praising your
steadfast love and unfailing faithfulness. Teach us to trust your timing
and grow in patient faith as your kingdom unfolds. Pour out your Spirit
upon us, open our hearts to your Word, and receive our worship for your
glory. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray. Amen.

**PRAYER OF CONFESSION (RESPONSIVELY)

Patient and Faithful God, you call us to trust your timing and seek your
kingdom above all else.

Forgive us when we are anxious, impatient, and rely on our own
understanding instead of trusting your faithful work.

You teach us that your kingdom grows quietly and surely through your grace.
Renew us with patient hearts, steadfast faith, and joyful obedience.

Guide us to follow Christ and treasure your kingdom above all else.
By your mercy, make us faithful servants of your love. Amen.

**WORDS OF GRACE

Hear the Good News: The Lord is gracious and merciful, abounding in
steadfast love. In Jesus Christ, we see the fullness of God’s patient love.
When we confess our sins, God is faithful to forgive and cleanse us.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.

**GLORIA PATRI (GLORY BE TO THE FATHER) (No. 35)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

World without end. Amen. Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED.



TIME FOR SILENT PRAYER & PASTORAL PRAYER — Pastor Jade Kendall

THE LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

PRAYER THROUGH SONG: “Into My Heart” (No. 304)
Into my heart, into my heart, come into my heart, Lord Jesus;
Come in today, come in to stay, come into my heart, Lord Jesus.

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Softly And Tenderly” by Ken Medema
Presented by Garrett Woods

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES

OLD TESTAMENT: Genesis 29:15-28

Then Laban said to Jacob, ‘Because you are my kinsman, should you
therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?’” Now
Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of
the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful
and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, ‘I will serve you seven years
for your younger daughter Rachel.’

Laban said, ‘It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to
any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and
they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.



Then Jacob said to Laban, ‘Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my
time is completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of the place,
and made a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought
her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his
daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob
said to Laban, ‘What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you
for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?’ Laban said, ‘This is not done
in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week
of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me for
another seven years.’ Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave
him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all
the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast
that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it
was leavened.’

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys
that field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls;
on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and
bought it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and
put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.



So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the
evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.” And he said to them,
‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is
like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and
what is old.’

MESSAGE:
“The Unexpected Value of Ms. Dull Eyes”
by Pastor Jade Kendall

**SERMON HYMN: “They'll Know We Are Christians” (No. 494)

**INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

The kingdom of heaven is a treasure beyond measure. Grateful for God’s
abundant grace in Christ, we offer our tithes, gifts, offerings, and ourselves
with generous hearts for the work of God’s kingdom.

**PDOXOLOGY (PRAISE) (No. 46)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

**PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION (UNISON)

Gracious God, we thank you for every good gift from your hand. Receive
these offerings as signs of our gratitude and devotion. Use them to
proclaim your kingdom, serve those in need, and glorify your name.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, we dedicate our gifts and lives to your
service. Amen.




SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Let us affirm our faith together using the words of the Apostles' Creed:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: and
in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord: who was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he
shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the one holy universal Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Having professed our faith, we come now to Christ's table.

This is the joyful feast of the people of God.

Jesus Christ invites all who trust in God's love and seek God's grace to come
to this table. Here we remember God's faithfulness through every generation.
Here we receive again the promise that we do not walk alone. Here Christ
meets us in our weariness and offers rest for our souls.

This table is not the table of any one church. It is the table of Jesus Christ,
who welcomes all who seek him in faith, repentance, and love.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O God,
Creator of heaven and earth.

You have guided your people throughout the ages. You called your people to
walk by faith and led them through every generation with steadfast love. You
watched over them and remained faithful to every promise. Through prophets
and teachers you called your people to trust in your mercy and walk in your
ways.

When we became burdened by fear and wandered from your path, you did
not abandon us. Instead, you sent Jesus Christ, who welcomed the weary,
lifted up the lowly, and revealed your love through gentleness and grace.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with all the saints and the whole
company of heaven, singing together:

SERAPHIC HYMN

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;

Heaven and Earth are full,

Are full of the majesty of Thy glory,

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!




WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE AND INSTITUTION

Holy are you, O God, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son. He came among
us not as a ruler seeking power, but as a servant offering peace. He invited all
who were weary and carrying heavy burdens to come to him and find rest.

He proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom to the captive, and hope to all
who longed for your kingdom.

On the night before his death, Jesus gathered with his disciples for a meal.

He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, and gave it to them,
saying:

"TAKE, EAT. THIS IS MY BODY, GIVEN FOR YOU.
DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME."

After supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and shared it with them, saying:

"THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY BLOOD,
POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
WHENEVER YOU DRINK IT, DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME."

Therefore, remembering his life, death, resurrection, and promised return, we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and cup.

Make them for us the communion of the body and blood of Christ, that we
may be nourished in faith, strengthened in hope, and united in love.



As we share this meal, lighten the burdens we carry. Teach us to trust in your
faithfulness. Renew us for lives of service, compassion, and peace.

Gather us with your people in every place and every generation until we feast
together in your eternal kingdom.

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
honor and glory are yours, almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.

BREAKING OF BREAD & DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Because there is one loaf,

We, who are many, are one body.

For we all partake of the one loaf.

The gifts of God, for the people of God.

Come, for all things are ready.

ALL MAY COME FORWARD FOR THE BREAD (GLUTEN FREE IS AVAILABLE) AND
WINE (OUTER RING OF CUPS) OR GRAPE JUICE (CENTER OF TRAY).
[F YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO COME FORWARD, PLEASE RAISE YOUR HAND AND WE
WILL MAKE SURE THAT COMMUNION IS BROUGHT TO YOU IN YOUR SEAT.

**PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (UNISON)

Gracious God, we thank you for this holy meal in which you have fed us
with the bread of life and renewed us through the cup of blessing. As you
have welcomed us to this table, send us now into the world to welcome
others. As you have refreshed our spirits, send us to bring comfort to the
weary and hope to those who struggle. As you have reminded us of your
faithfulness, strengthen us to trust you in all things. May the grace we
have received here bear fruit in lives of love, service, and peace; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

**CLOSING HYMN: “Where Cross The Crowded Ways Of Life” (No. 665)




**BENEDICTION

**BENEDICTION RESPONSE: “Praise Him! Praise Him!” (No. 93)
Praise him! Praise him! Tell of his excellent greatness;
Praise him! Praise him ever in joyful song!

POSTLUDE

THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING WITH US TODAY AT
ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST!

3001 Queen City Ave + 513.661.3745 + www.spspucc.org

In case of pastoral care emergency, please text/call
PASTOR JADE KENDALL
pastorjadespsp@gmail.com + 513.478.0867

If you are in need of pastoral care or would like to submit a prayer request,
please email PastoralCareSPSP@gmail.com. We would love to connect
with you and include your joy or concern in our church family prayer chain.

PRAYER PARTNERS FOR BACK TO SCHOOL - The start of a new
school year is an anxious and exciting time for both kids and parents. This
Prayer Partner program will let them know that we are there for them. Many
of our students return to school in August. We are asking members of our
congregation to commit to praying for a student the first few weeks of the
school year. If you would like to be a prayer partner, please sign up near the
Pastors office. You will receive information about the student(s) you will be
praying for soon. Thank you!

All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red Pew Edition
© 1995 Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission.
CCLI # 11439836 / CSPLI # CSPL1650 / One License M-401820
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1
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Blessing of the Church & Ministry - |Food Pick-up -12-2 [Ladies Bible Study - [ Mens Bible Study - | Bits n Pieces 2.0 -
backpacks 11:30 am - Annex pm. 3-5 pm - Annex 6:30-8 pm - Annex [9am -11pm -
Annex
Communion
] 10 mn 12 13 14 15
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Annex 3-5pm - Annex 6:30-8 pm-Annex | gam-T11 pm - 10:30 -12 - E.H.
Annex
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Stewadrship Ladies Bible Study - | Mens Bible Study - | Bits n Pieces 2.0 -
Meeting- 7 pm - 3-5 pm - Annex 6:30-8 pm - Annex |9 am-11pm -
Annex Annex
23/30 2431 25 26 27 28 29
30th - Picnic Council -7 pm - Book Club 550 -
and Time
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