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If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome! 
Thank you for joining us, we’re happy you are here. 

 
Please make sure to sign-in in the Narthex and include your name and email so we can keep 

you updated on upcoming events and special worship services. 
 
*Please stand if you are able and comfortable  Congregation reads text in bold print 
 

      In our liturgy,   A: is all our voices.   L: is the liturgist’s voice    P: is the Pastor’s voice 
 
Pre-Service Music  ~  9:55 a.m.  Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship 
 
Bringing Christ’s light into Worship                                   Brody Strahn, Acolyte 
 
Prayer Requests, Joys and Concerns              Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse 
 
Live stream begins       
Prelude                                     Garrett Woods, Music Director 
 
Welcome and Announcements              Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse 
  
Stewardship Moment         Deb Boalnd and Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse 

 
Advent Candle Lighting – Four Candles - Love 
 Readers & Lighters – Our Newer Members 
 
Reading: John 1:1-14 
 
Response 
Reader:  Last Sunday we lit the candle of Hope, remembering the hope which comes in Christ, 
the candle of Peace, remembering God’s dream of a peaceful world, and the candle of Joy, 
remembering the Spirit within us who brings joy. (Light Candles). Today we light the fourth 
candle of Advent, the candle of Love. (Light Candle) The Scripture tells us “There is no fear in 
love, for perfect love casts out fear.” (1 John 4:18). God created this world in love and this world 
will end in the love of God. God’s love pervades all aspects of this life. From birth to death, pain 
to delight, strangers to lovers, God’s love is there. We light this candle in Love.  
All: On this day, we remember God is Love.  



 
 
 
Advent Hymn   “One Candle Is Lit”    No. 128 (verse 4) 
Come, wander where lion and lamb gently play, where evil is banished and faith takes the day, 
a babe in a manger to fool the world's eyes. One candle is lit for God's loving surprise. 
 
Please rise as you are able and comfortable.                                                   
 
*Call to Worship                                                                                     Wendy Bauer, Liturgist 
L: Host of Hosts, from sunrise to sunrise, and generation to generation, we are your people. 
A: You have been with us wherever we have gone. You will be with us wherever we  
may go. 
L: You first led us into a land flowing with milk and honey, and when the time was right,  
you made yourself visible in the world through Jesus’ mother, Mary. 
A: Jesus, who is the Christ, lives firmly in each one of us. 
L: Our souls magnify the Holy One. 
A: Our spirits rejoice in God, our Savior. 
 
 *Hymn             “O Little Town of Bethlehem”               No. 144 
 
*Invocation 
A: Beloved, Holy God, we welcome you to our worship, and to the sacred space we have 
built to gather together as your people. Here we come to offer you our thanksgiving and 
praise in response to the abundance of your creation. 
Here we come to share with you our prayers of confession and petition, for they lie heavy on 
our hearts. Even knowing that you are here and everywhere, we come longing to hear you 
say, “I am with you always.” Amen. 
 
*Call to Confession 
L: We have been reminded during our Advent journey that God comes to dwell us in our 
weaknesses and in our struggles. As we confess our sins to God, let us be assured of God’s 
gracious presence.  
 
*Prayer of Confession 
A: Compassionate, Forgiving God, we trespass on your mercy and take your favor for 
granted. We think only of ourselves. We forget the lessons of those who came before  
us, and ignore our responsibility to those who will follow us. We grow proud and seek 
power. We do not see the destruction of our actions and how it distances us from you. 



 
 
We do not recognize our hunger for what it is, or where it leads us. We grow faint. 
Bring us home to you, Merciful Beloved. 
 
*Words of Assurance 
P: The Holy One forgives and showers favor on each of us, even and especially when we are 
lowly in spirit. We are blessed from generation to generation by the gift of Love of the Prince of 
Peace, whose strength and mercy are forever.  
A: Amen! 
 
*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father)         No. 35 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
Silent Prayer ~ Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.   
 
Prayer Through Song  “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”                   No. 306 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;  
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Children’s Christmas Program  A Candy Cane at Christmas                by Lori Frankel 
 
Hymn    “My Soul Gives Glory to My God”                    No. 130 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

“I Believe: A Nativity Affirmation” by Bruce Prewer 
I believe in the Living God who is directly involved in the affairs of the world. 

I believe that God chooses the meek and the poor to shame the proud and the rich. 
I believe in the incarnate Word, leaping in a woman’s womb, cradled in poverty. 



 
 

I believe in Jesus, true son of Mary, true Son of God, who came among us in 
weakness, that we might come to know the profound strength available to common people 
who turn to God in trust and with love. 

Yes, my friends, this I truly believe. 
*OFFERING INVITATION  
L:  The God of Abundance lays the bounty of all creation before us, strengthens us when we are 
weak, and fills us when we are hungry. Let us share deeply and joyfully so that all may come to 
the table of God’s heavenly feast. 
 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
A:  God Only Wise, accept these offerings – the fruit of our labor and lives – in obedience of 
our faith through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 
*Hymn                  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                         (see below)  
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, 
born the King of angels: 
 
Refrain 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
2 Child, for us sinners 
poor and in the manger, 
we would embrace thee, with love and awe; 
who would not love thee, 
loving us so dearly? [Refrain] 
 



 
 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 
glory in the highest; [Refrain] 
 
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born for our salvation, 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing: [Refrain] 
 
*BENEDICTION  
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE  “HE CAME DOWN”, VERSE 1 
He came down that we may have love; 
he came down that we may have love; 
he came down that we may have love; 
hallelujah forevermore. 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
     
 

 
Thank you for worshipping with us at St. Peter and St. Paul United Church of Christ! 

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238 
Current Office Hours: T, W, Th, & Fri. 10:00am – 2:00pm + 513-661-3745 

 
 spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red Pew 

Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI # 11439836 / CSPLI 
# CSPL1650 / One License M-401820 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Announcements 

 
  

Christmas Poinsettia – 
Donations due by December 29th 
Order forms at the sign-up stand. 
 

 
 

Join us TuEsDAY EVEninG for our 
CAnDlEliGhT sErViCEs AT 2:00 pm AnD 10:00 

pm. All ArE inViTED! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


