St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ

June 8, 2025
Pentecost Sunday



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us, we’re happy you are here.

Please make sure to sign-in in the Narthex and include your name and email so we can keep you
updated on upcoming events and special worship services.

*Please stand if you are able and comfortable Congregation reads text in bold print

In our liturgy, A: is all our voices. L: is the liturgist’s voice P: is the Pastor’s voice

Bringing Christ’s Light into Worship Youth Acolyte
and
Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte

Sharing of Joys and Concerns for Prayer Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Live Stream Begins

Prelude Eva Floyd,
Keyboards

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse
*Call to Worship Bob Hedspeth, Liturgist

L: Let us praise God for raising Jesus Christ from the dead.

A: Alleluia! We give God all our praises.

L: Let our hearts be filled with joyful celebration for the promise of the Holy Spirit fulfilled.
A: We open our hearts to receive the joy of Christ.

L: Today we can release all our fears and burdens. God’s Spirit is here and can make us whole.
A: The light of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit is shining in each of us.

L: Come, let us worship our Risen Christ, whose joy can warm our hearts!

*Hymn “Gather Us In” No. 284

*Invocation

A: Spirit of Unity, you knit us together with all of our connections and distinctions. You
make us one and yet unique. We gather to hear your voice and to attune ourselves to the
language of the other, to celebrate the diversity of your creation, and to immerse ourselves




in compassionate care, to give you glory and to recognize the gift of community. May our
hearts be opened and our lips declare your praise. Inhabit our worship with your abiding
presence and inflame us with your love. Amen.

*Prayer of Confession

A: Spirit of God Amen, fall fresh on us. Let your refining fire bring impurities to the surface
for the fullness of who we are to shine through. Forgive us for the ways we allow our
diversity to be a reason for divisiveness and exclusion rather than a celebration of your
wondrous work in us. Enable us to overcome and eradicate the barriers that we create in the
name of our convenience and comfort that push your beloved to the margins. Awaken in us a
desire to know and share space with neighbor, enemy, and kin. Amen.

*Words of Grace

P: Beloved of God, you have not received a spirit of fear, divisiveness, animus, or hate. Receive

the true gift of God—the spirit of adoption—that binds us together as one and unique, connected
and distinct, unified yet not uniform. The Spirit of God delights in you as the individual you are

and are becoming as a co-heir with Christ and a member of the global human community that

declares the creativity and joy of the Holy One’s creative acts and surpassing love.
A: We are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father) No. 35
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.
We Honor our Graduates
Time for Silent Prayer ~  Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



Prayer Through Song “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” No 306
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Your peace. Amen.

Young People’s Message!
All young people are invited to come forward for their own special time with the Pastor.

Young people may go to Sunday School Tammi Hart

The Holy Scriptures

First Lesson: Acts 2:1-21 Matthew Westermeyer, Reader
! When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they
were sitting.’Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of
them. *All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the
Spirit gave them ability.

SNow there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. ®And at this
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the
native language of each.”Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? *Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, '°Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews
and proselytes, !'Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s
deeds of power.” '?All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this
mean?” 3But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

“But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. '*Indeed, these are not
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. '*No, this is what was spoken
through the prophet Joel: !7“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. '*Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in
those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.!?And I will show portents in the
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 2°The sun shall be
turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious

day. 2! Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’




Gospel Lesson: John 14:8-27

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”?Jesus said to him, “Have
I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? °’Do you not believe that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who
dwells in me does his works.!'Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if
you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.

12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact,
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. '*I will do whatever you ask in
my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. '*If in my name you ask me for anything,
[ will do it.

15”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. '*And I will ask the Father, and he will give
you another Advocate, to be with you forever.!"This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you,
and he will be in you.

[2°”] have said these things to you while I am still with you. **But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I
have said to you.?’Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. ]

Message “Holy Humor” Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

*Affirmation of Faith — From the New Zealand Prayer Book

Here in this place, we lift our hearts in hope. O God, the Creator and King of glory, you have
exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not
leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place
where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

*Hymn “Spirit Song” No. 352

*Invitation to Generosity

L: The Spirit of God has been poured out on us. For the gifts of God, we give thanks. For the
grace of God, we extend our trust. For the love of God, we bring forth the gifts we have to
give. May our offerings of time, talent, and treasure ignite and unite this community for the
hope of the world around us, near and far.




*Doxology (Praise) No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

A: Spirit of the Living God, receive our gifts as tangible expressions of our belonging to your
church and our commitment to the ministry begun in Christ and continued through this
faith community. Magnify them in miraculous ways, and make our generosity a
demonstration of the love you have given us and we return to the world you love. Amen.

Service of Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving

P: Beloved Children, all the parts of this shared meal together come from the Earth.
The seeds of grain grew with patience, tenderness and love.

They were then gathered and milled into a loaf to be shared communally.

The grapes used on this cup we also grown with patience, tenderness and love.

They were gathered by the hands of migrant workers and pressed into juice to be shared
communally.

We were reminded at the start of Lent this year that we, too, are from the Earth and that with
patience, tenderness, and love we find ourselves here collectively willing to partake of elements
that are meant to spark a new type of living in the world.

Creator be with us all.
A: We remember the land from which we came and the resources that have been provided
for us here and now.
P: Lift up your hearts to God and give God thanks!
A: We remember the patience and tenderness You gave to children, the sacrifice You made
to help us believe. We lift up our hearts.
P: For the gifts of Creation,
-the beauty of nature,
-the rains,
-the songs of the pollinating insects and the melody of the birds,
-the winds that carry the seeds.
A: Praise to You, Creator.
P: For the gifts of our human existence, through the hard and the good,
through the times we were wrong and the times we were right,
you never stop trying to heal us and demonstrate hope when it is needed most.



For the ability to believe in the finite and the infinite.
through our brokenness you invite us to be collected again,
And so here at this table, we remember.

A: Praise to You, Creator.

Words of Institution
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, ... do this to remember me. In response to God’s
marvelous grace, we sing the song of praise:

Seraphic Hymn
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and Earth are full,
Are full of the majesty of Thy glory,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!

Distribution of Communion
P: Come. All things are ready. The gifts of God, for the people of God.
All may come forward for the bread (Gluten Free is available) and wine (outer ring
of cups) or grape juice (center of tray). If you are not able to come forward, raise
your hand and we will bring Communion to you.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

L: Let us pray together:

A: God of all Creation, bless us to be a blessing from this Holy Meal, and keep awakening us
to Your holy mystery and Your sacred call. Bless us so that Your energy

of love may be shared with others and offer the light of a new beginning.

Keep us near your Cross and point us to the hope of the Resurrection. Amen.

Sending of Communion to the Community

P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those
who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those
who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.



Hymn “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” No. 592

Benediction

Go, united as living testimonies of the Source of all love, the Embodiment of divine power, and
the Spirit of truth and wisdom.

Go, in the assurance that the same flame that ignited the early disciples burns alive in the church
today.

Go, with glad hearts and courage, as the Advocate guides and with the peace Christ provides.

*Benediction Response
O, how I love Jesus,
O, how I love Jesus,
O, how I love Jesus,
because he first loved me!

Postlude

Thank you for womﬁi/)/ainj with us at St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ!

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238
Current Office Hours: W, Th, & Fri. 10am — 2pm (W & Th remotely) ~ Sat 9-12pm + 513-661-3745
In case of pastoral care emergency, please call the office, Deb Boland,
or Pastor Teri Lynn at 513-250-6460
spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red Pew
Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI # 11439836 / CSPLI
# CSPL1650 / One License M-401820



@ ANNOUNCEMLENES (((%

We want to celebrate Fathers Day with a delicious breakfast honoring all the men in our church on
June 15th. Everyone is invited for biscuits & gravy, specialty coffee and more. Be sure to sign up!.

Mission Statement

St. Peter and St. Paul United Church of Christ

Be the lighthouse of the community, letting Christ’s life

flow through us as a beacon of hope and strength to
others.

To enlighten the entire church family on the values of
participation and commitment

Offer to all the hand of fellowship, allowing the Holy Spirit
to work through us

Light the way for the community, as we serve God and reach
out to minister

O‘_ffer support and care for one another, with grace

\//Aisit and minister to all in need, as Jesus did

E“‘ncourage one another to walk in the faith, actively in love
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92" MONTHLY COMMUNITY MEAL
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o FREE MEAL

« A FOOD BAG TO TAKE HOME

« GLOTHING AND HOUSEW ARE DONATIONS
« ALL ARE WELCOME

« NO DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED

JUNE 15TH, 2024 | 10:30AM - 12:00PM
(3RD SATURDAY EVERY MONTH)

A | “i‘ BS :. -
REGISTRATION RALLY il

JUNE 28TH | 12:30 - 2:30 PM

FEATURING KONA ICE, COTTON
CANDY, POPCORN, TREATS,
GAMES & GIVEAWAYS

ST. PETER & ST. PAUL UCC
3001 QUEEN CITY AVE



Day of Pentecost

[

Across

[3] What is another name for the Holy Spirit?
[6] What tasks were the disciples given?

[8] What appeared to them?

[10] Who is the Holy Spirit?

[11] When the Holy Spirit appeared to Mary and the
disciples in the room.

[12] Who sent the Holy Spint?
[13] Where were these disciples living.

Down

[1] What did they initially hear?

[2] Where in the Bible can we find the story of the
Pentecost?

[4] When do we receive the Holy Spirit?

[5] What is the importance of Pentecost us?

[7] Where did the Holy Spirit come from?

[9] What gift did they receive from the Holy Spint?
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