St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ

The Third Sunday in Lent

March 23, 2025



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us; we’re happy you are here.

Please sign in at the welcome stand in the Narthex and include your name and
email so we can update you on upcoming events and special worship services.

*Please stand if you are able and comfortable Congregation reads text in bold print

In our liturgy, A:is all our voices. L: is the liturgist’s voice P: is the Pastor’s voice

Pre-Service Music ~ 9:55 a.m. Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship

Bringing Christ’s light into Worship Youth Acolyte &
Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte

Prayer Requests, Joys, and Concerns Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Live stream begins

Prelude Garrett Woods, Music Director
Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse
*Call to Worship Michelle Daniels, Liturgist

L: You who are thirsty:

A: Come to receive living water.

L: You who are hungry:

A: Taste the bread that satisfies.

L: You who long for connection:

A: Receive the fellowship of this community, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.

L: You who search for love:

A: Experience the love of Jesus expressed in music, prayer, community, word and action.
L: May this time of worship fill and refresh you.

A: Let us worship God together!

Hymn “One Bread, One Body” No. 393




*Invocation

A: Holy One, draw us into community and connection. Let us receive you and our
companions in worship. Keep us open to the unexpected, so that we may perceive your
work in the world, and your work in us. Amen.

*Call to Confession
L: Do we have the mind of God? We do not. We reach out for wisdom and hope to God who
knows us and loves us.

*Prayer of Transformation and New Life

A: Gracious God, sometimes we are disappointed by other people, too ready to dismiss or
discard them. Help us to see in others what you see in them: their growth, the fruits that
they offer. Forgive us when we too quickly judge others or ourselves. Forgive us also, when
we doubt that we can be worthy followers of you. May we be inspired to nurture all of your
people, and ourselves. Amen.

*Words of Grace
P: In the grace of Almighty God, your sins are forgiven. You are invited to turn back to God, who
loves all people with an everlasting love. Grow in grace, hope and love. Amen.

*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father) No. 35
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.
Time for Silent Prayer ~ Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Through Song “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” No. 306
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace. Amen.
Young People’s Message!



All young people are invited to come forward for their own special time with the Pastor.
Young people may go to Sunday School Tammi Hart

Scripture Lessons
First Reading ~ Isaiah 55:1-9
Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters;
and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread
and your earnings for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.
“See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.
> Now you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to
you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.
6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near;
7let the wicked forsake their way and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
?For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Choir Anthem: “One Faith, One Hope, One Lord” by Courtney

The Gospel — Luke 13:6-9

% Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for
fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the man working the vineyard, ‘See here! For three
years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should
it be wasting the soil?’

8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. ? If it
bears fruit next year, well and good, but if not, you can cut it down.””

Message “The Great I AM” Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse



*Affirmation of Faith — The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell and on the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He shall come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy universal Christian Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Hymn “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” No. 16

*Invitation to the Offering
L: In gratitude for what we have received, and for the joy of giving and sharing, let us walk with
others; let us offer our gifts to God’s work, through this church.

*Doxology (Praise) No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
Dear God, use these resources we give, use our time and talent and our lives. Bless
these gifts, multiply them for your purposes in the world. Use them to bring hope and
change, the Love of God on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.

*Hymn “How Great Thou Art” No. 33

*Benediction
L: Friends, nourished by your presence here, go boldly in the way of Jesus, who is walking with
you! Receive the blessings of God, and be sustained by the Holy Spirit, today and always.

*Benediction Response
At the cross, at the cross, Where I first saw the light,
And the burden of my heart rolled away,
It was there by faith I received my sight,
And now I am happy all the day!



*Postlude

Thank You for wam'ﬁip/airg with us at St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ!

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238
Current Office Hours: W, Th, & Fri. 10am — 2pm (W & Th remotely) ~
Sat 9-11am + 513-661-3745
In case of pastoral care emergency, please call the office, Deb Boland,
or Pastor Teri Lynn at 513-250-6460

spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red
Pew Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI #
11439836 / CSPLI # CSPL1650 / One License M-401820




Mission Statement

St. Peter and St. Paul United Church of Christ

Be the lighthouse of the community, letting Christ’s life

flow through us as a beacon of hope and strength to
others.

T‘o enlighten the entire church family on the values of
participation and commitment

O)]‘fer to all the hand of fellowship, allowing the Holy Spirit
to work through us

nght the way for the community, as we serve God and reach
out to minister

O)ffer support and care for one another, with grace

\//jsit and minister to all in need, as Jesus did

E’anourage one another to walk in the faith, actively in love



@ ANMOUNCEIMENES ((f@

Easter Garden of Love:

Due to situations beyond our control, it recently came to our attention that TODAY, is the last
date for you to place an order for the Easter Garden of Love. We are offering Easter lilies for
$12.00 each. An order form was included in your bulletin.

Easter Breakfast

We will once again host an Easter breakfast for you and your families. This will once again be a
free-will donation. The offerings are bacon, egg and cheese casserole, sausage, egg and cheese
casserole, or french toast casserole. A sign-up sheet will be posted on the Communication Board
this Sunday. You may also call the office to make a reservation and your choice of offering.

The church is no longer accepting medical equipment.

®

FOLLOW e FOLLOW

US ON FACEBOOK US ON INSTAGRAM

facebook.com/stpeterandstpaulucc/ instagram.com/spspucc/



Lenten Bible Study

The tival
M}f{‘%&w

Every Wednesday
March 12th - April 16th
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Potluck Dinner - Bring a Dish

1

There is a companion novel available for our Lenten bible study
if you would like to purchase it.

April

Fiee Jood

Distribution

APRIL 1ST

12:00PM - 2:00PM

(1st Tuesday of every month)

Our free food pick-up is open to all.
No documentation needed, no questions asked.
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Pieces 2.0

COME CRAFT WITH us!!

Every Friday
10:00 AM -12:00 PM

BEGINNERS ARE WELCOME...
WE WILL TEACH YOU.

St. Peter & St. Paul UCC
3001 Queen City Ave.

a ST. PETER & ST. PAUL UCC 9
3001 QUEEN CITY AVE

GRAB YOUR
BASHET AND A AGES 10 AND UNDER
FRIEND! JOIN EVERYONE'S
THE FUN! WELCOME!

EGG HUNT

' SATURDAY, APRIL 5TH -
2:00 PM - 3:30 PM

CHILDREN WILL ENJOY A LIGHT LUNCH,
PICTURES W/ THE BUNNY, A CRAFT, AND A
FUN EGG HUNT.




WORSHIP

WITH US

f’“"%&

GOOD
FRIDAY

|

Join us for our
Maundy Thursday
Worship Service
April 17th
7:00 pm

St, Peter & St. Paul UCC
3001 Queen City Ave.

APRIL 18TH, 2025

2:00 PM - TRADITIONAL
SERVICE

—_—
7:00 PM - TENEBRAE
SERVICE

I
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