St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ

Second Sunday after the Epiphany

January 19, 2025



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us, we’re happy you are here.

Please make sure to sign-in in the Narthex and include your name and email so we can keep you
updated on upcoming events and special worship services.

*Please stand if you are able and comfortable Congregation reads text in bold print

In our liturgy, A: is all our voices. L: is the liturgist’s voice P: is the Pastor’s voice

Pre-Service Music ~ 9:55 a.m.Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship

Bringing Christ’s Light into Worship Youth Acolyte &
Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte

Prayer Requests, Joys and Concerns Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Live stream begins

Prelude Garrett Woods, Music Director
"Fugue" by J.K.F Fischer

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Mission Moments Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Please rise as you are able and comfortable.

*Call to Worship Bob Hedspeth , Liturgist
L: Your steadfast love, O lord, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds.

A: For with you is the fountain of life. Fill us with life!

L: Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains; your judgments are like the great deep.

A: For with you are the lightbeams of life. Fill us with life!

L: O continue your steadfast love to those who know you and your salvation to the upright of
heart!

A: For with you is the fountain of life. Fill us with life!

*Hymn “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” No. 66



*Invocation

A: Magnificent God, we come to draw near to you. Your presence among us sustains and
challenges us. In you, we find strength and surprises. May the songs we sing, the prayers we
pray, the word proclaimed, and the lives touched honor your name. We give you glory and
honor. We welcome you and pray that your spirit shapes us with fresh wind, power, and
compassion. Amen.

* Call to Confession
L: Let us bring our whole hearts before God as we share our lives with our Savior, Jesus Christ.

*Prayer of Confession

A: Gracious God, we live in the tension between expectation and reality. Sometimes,

we navigate that tension with hope and clarity. At other times, we fester in doubt,
disappointment, and uncertainty. Help us to release our need to control and enable us

to embrace the possibilities. May our trust in your goodness and the power you have poured
into us embolden our faith. Amen.

*Words of Assurance

P: Beloved, trust that the grace of God has appeared, and is shining in the world. Know that
God’s grace meets us at our point of need with encouragement. Circumstances change, and that’s
the nature of God’s creative work. Receive the gift of new life with the unexpected experiences it
brings. God is with you and equips you for the journey.

Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father) No. 35
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Time for Silent Prayer ~ Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



Prayer Through Song “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” No. 306
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Young People’s Message!
All young people are invited to come forward for their own special time with the Pastor.

Young people may go to Sunday School Tammi Hart

The First Lesson — Psalm 36:5-10  (Read responsively)
>Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, and your faithfulness to the clouds.
®Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
your justice like the great deep; you save both man and beast, O Lord.
"How priceless is your love, O God! your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.
8 They feast upon the abundance of your house;
you give them drink from the river of your delights.
? For with you is the well of life, and in your light we see light.
10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you,
and your favor to those who are true of heart.

Choir Anthem: “I Give You Praise” by Cindy Berry
The Gospel Lesson —John 2:1-11

'On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was

there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. *When the wine gave out, the
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.”

“And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet
come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” ®Now standing there were
six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty

gallons. "Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. *He
said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they drew it. "When the
steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom °and said to him,
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become
drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” !'Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana
of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

Message “Out on the Road” Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse



* Affirmation of Faith — “The Jesus Creed”
We have confidence in Jesus
who healed the sick, the blind, and the paralysed, and even raised the dead.
He cast out evil powers and confronted corrupt leaders.
He cleansed the temple. He favoured the poor.
He turned water into wine, walked on water, calmed storms.
He died for the sins of the world,
rose from the dead, and ascended to the Father, sent the Holy Spirit.

We have confidence in Jesus who taught in word and example, sign and wonder.
He preached parables of the kingdom of God

on hillsides, from boats, in the temple, in homes,

at banquets and parties, along the road, on beaches, in towns,

by day and by night.

He taught the way of love for God and neighbour,

for stranger and enemy, for outcast and alien.

We have confidence in Jesus, who called disciples, led them,

gave them new names and new purpose and sent them out to preach good news.
He washed their feet as a servant.

He walked with them, ate with them, called them friends,

rebuked them, encouraged them, promised to leave and then return,

and promised to be with them always.

He taught them to pray. He rose early to pray, stole away to desolate places,
fasted and faced agonising temptations, wept in a garden,

and prayed, ‘Not my will but your will be done.’

He rejoiced, he sang, he feasted, he wept.

We have confidence in Jesus, so we follow him, learn his ways,

seek to obey his teaching and live by his example.

We walk with him, walk in him, abide in him, as a branch in a vine.
We have not seen him, but we love him.

His words are to us words of life eternal,

and to know him is to know the true and living God.

We do not see him now, but we have confidence in Jesus. Amen.

- The Jesus Creed was first used at the Emergent Convention, Nashville, May 2004. © Brian McLaren



*Hymn “They'll Know We Are Christians” No. 494

*Invitation to the Offering

L: Whatever gifts we bring may be transformed like water to the best wine. Trust God with what
we have to offer. Our trust can sow miracles, reveal Jesus in the world, and magnify joy in our
communities. Give with peace that the community of faith overflows with abundance and with
hope that our collective efforts make the world new.

*Doxology (Praise) No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

A: Holy One, may our gifts declare your glory and benefit the common good. Receive them
with our gratitude for your generosity and the opportunity to participate in your
community of faith on earth. Amen.

*Hymn “Lift Every Voice and Sing” No. 631

*Benediction

P: May you be filled by the presence of God. May you draw from the wells of justice, peace, and
righteousness. We are one in Christ!

May you taste the fruit of the Spirit as you make the way of Jesus your path in the world

and as you make the work of God known in word and deed.

Go, in peace and power to love and serve God and neighbor!

*Benediction Response ~ “Many Are the Lightbeams,” verse 2 No. 492
Many are the branches of the one tree.
Our one tree is Jesus.
Many are the branches of the one tree;
We are one in Christ.

Postlude



Thank you for wam‘ﬁiﬁﬁi@ with us at St. Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ!

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238
Current Office Hours: T, W, Th, & Fri. 10:00am — 2:00pm + 513-661-3745

spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red Pew

Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI # 11439836 / CSPLI
# CSPL1650 / One License M-401820

@ ANNOUNCEMENES @)@

Our Annual Meeting will be held February 23rd, from 11:30 — 1:00 in Fellowship
Hall.

Hurricanes 2024 Reliet Efforts -
Assembly Day - We are working on scheduling a day to assemble to buckets,
so please stay tuned if you would like to help with assembly.

WISHIN January 22nd

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM

(4th Wednesday of every month)
& The Wishing Game by Meg Shaffer

Years ago, a reclusive mega-bestselling children’s
author quit writing under mysterious circumstances.
Suddenly he resurfaces with a brand-new book and
a one-of-a-kind competition, offering a prize that will
change the winner’s life in this absorbing and
whimsical novel.
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