St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ

Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Health and Human Services Sunday

January 26, 2025



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us; we’re happy you are here.

Please sign in at the welcome stand in the Narthex and include your name and
email so we can update you on upcoming events and special worship services.

*Please stand if you are able and comfortable Congregation reads text in bold print

In our liturgy, A: is all our voices. L: is the liturgist’s voice P: is the Pastor’s voice

Pre-Service Music ~ 9:55 a.m. Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship

Bringing Christ’s light into Worship Youth Acolyte &
Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte

Prayer Requests, Joys and Concerns Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Live stream begins

Prelude Garrett Woods, Music Director
“Judex Crederis” by Giovanni Battista Fasolo
Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Today, we gather together with the whole United Church of Christ in observing Health
and Human Service Sunday. We bear witness to the faithful heritage the UCC has in
co-creating spaces of wholeness with communities across the country and around the
world. The UCC and its predecessor denominations courageously founded schools,
hospitals, and orphanages during times of pandemic, war, and social upheaval. Now,
there are more than 400 UCC affiliated health care centers, hospitals, affordable
housing and retirement communities, transitional housing for those experiencing
homelessness or domestic violence, and service centers for children, youth, families,
and those with developmental disabilities. These ministries continue to show up in the
most challenging circumstances—and do so with the fervor of healing and justice. It is
thus a day to celebrate how the life of the church is vibrant beyond our church walls
and outreach ministries.

So, let us give thanks for this collective work of the Spirit. Let us uplift God’s healers
and equity weavers, visionaries of freedom, and frontline responders—that together,
we may create a just, caring, and compassionate world. Amen.



Please rise as you are able and comfortable.

*Call to Worship Dorothy Coore, Liturgist
: O God of Change and Stillness, of Wounds and Repair,

: in you we find our sense of balance—a place to land and to breathe.

: May we grow our attention towards that which gives life,

: and cultivate connections of community and care.

: May grace touch all that changes us,

: and all that we hold unfold with peace.

: May we gather in this space claiming healing as our birthright,

: and bring with us the medicines of service and compassion.

: On this Health and Human Service Sunday, let us come together to transform
ourselves to transform the world,

A: and move like living water—ever adapting, ever faithful, ever full of all that could
be. Amen.

el el Sel 2%

*Invocation

A: Magnificent God, we come to draw near to you. Your presence among us sustains and
challenges us. In you, we find strength and surprises. May the songs we sing, the prayers we
pray, the word proclaimed, and the lives touched honor your name. We give you glory and
honor. We welcome you and pray that your spirit shapes us with fresh life, power, and
compassion. Amen.

*Hymn “God Is Here” No. 280
* Call to Confession

L: O God of Flesh and Bone, your Word echoes deep within us and turns our heartbeat
into a song. May we linger for a moment in this blessing as we bring our hearts to you.

*Prayer of Confession

A: O God of Becoming, we claim ourselves as your beloved, and name the messy

reality of being human. In your presence, we do not shy away from our struggles, failings,
or regrets. By your invitation, we come to you not in shame, but with courage, seeking right
relationship, with you, with ourselves, each other, and all of creation. Guide us in your ways
of accountability, with remedies of repair and reconciliation. Spirit of Creation, teach us the
grace of generative conflict, that we may be open to the tension underneath authentic
connection.




Help us to believe change is possible, in ourselves and others, only then our healing can
ripple outwards and our shared power can break forth anew.

*Words of Assurance

P: Beloved, trust that the grace of God has appeared, and is shining in the world. Know that
God’s grace meets us at our point of need with encouragement. Circumstances change, and that’s
the nature of God’s creative work. Receive the gift of new life with the unexpected experiences it
brings. God is with you and equips you for the journey.

Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father) No. 35
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Time for Silent Prayer ~ Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Through Song “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” No. 306
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Young People’s Message!
All young people are invited to come forward for their own special time with the Pastor.

Young people may go to Sunday School Tammi Hart

The First Lesson — 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.!*For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—1Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

“Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. '°If the foot would say, “Because
I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.
16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would
not make it any less a part of the body.




17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing,
where would the sense of smell be? '®But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each
one of them, as he chose. "°If all were a single member, where would the body be? 2°As it is,
there are many members, yet one body. >!The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of
you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” ?>On the contrary, the members of
the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,?*and those members of the body that we think
less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with
greater respect; 2*whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so
arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, *>that there may be no
dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. *°If one
member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.
2"Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 2 And God has appointed in the
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing,
forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 2°Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? **Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak
in tongues? Do all interpret? *'But strive for the greater gifts.

Choir Anthem: “In the Bleak Midwinter” Arr. by Moore

The Gospel Lesson — Luke 4:14-21

“Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding country. '*He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by
everyone. '*When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read,’and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: '3“The Spirit
of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, !°to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 2°And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue

were fixed on him. 2! Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled

in your hearing.”

Message “Advanced TLC” Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse



*Profession of Faith As a Doxology, From the United Church of Christ

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and
to your deeds we testify:

You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, and set before each one
the ways of life and death.

You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.

You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through prophets and
apostles.

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, you have come to us
and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to
yourself.

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ,
binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.

You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be your servants in
the service of others, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, to
share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory.

You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage in the
struggle for justice and peace, your presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in your
realm which has no end.

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.

*Hymn “How Great Thou Art” No. 33

*Invitation to the Offering

L: We invite you go give, believing that great things are possible for those who see great human
need as a call to advance the love and compassion of the church of Jesus Christ. Let us be that
kind of church, as our forebears have taught us.

*Doxology (Praise) No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
A: O God of loaves and fishes, of bread and of wine, we bring before you our diversity of
gifts, knowing that they will be multiplied for the benefit of many.

O God of resurrection, who makes all things new, accept our offering to both give and
receive, trusting that there is abundance in togetherness, and generosity in you. Amen.



*Hymn “0 For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” No. S

*Benediction

P: Beloveds, we have claimed our place in the Holy Spirit—alive, connected,

and emergent with grace. Let us go forth from this fertile ground, ripening the wisdom we have
found through justice, care, and compassion. And so, may the blessing of our Creator replenish
you today and always. Go in peace and power to love and serve God and neighbor!

*Benediction Response ~ “Many Are the Lightbeams,” verse 1 No. 492
Many are the lightbeams from the one light.
Our one light is Jesus.
Many are the lightbeams from the one light;
we are one in Christ.

Postlude

Thank you for wamﬁipﬁmﬂ with us at St. Peter and St. Paul United Church of Christ!

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238
Current Office Hours: T, W, Th, & Fri. 10:00am — 2:00pm + 513-661-3745

spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red Pew
Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI # 11439836 / CSPLI
# CSPL1650 / One License M-401820



@ ANNOUNCLIMEINES f((@

Our Annual Meeting will be held February 23rd, from 11:30 — 1:00 in Fellowship
Hall.

Hurricanes 2024 Relief Efforts —

Assembly Day - We are working on scheduling a day to assemble the buckets,
so please stay tuned if you would like to help with assembly.

e KINGTTING &
ROCHETING
GROUP

ery Friday 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

If you enjoy
knitting or
crocheting come
join us!!!

Beginners are welcome...we will teach you.
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MUSIC PIZZA FUN

o Joining us in making
W % valentine’s day cards for




February

Free Food

FEBRUARY 4TH
12:00PM - 2:00PM

(1st Tuesday of every month)

Our free food pick-up is open to all.
No documentation needed.
No questions asked.

Please share with those in our
community who might be in need!

XYOxPxPxYPxPx




IT'S
GAME TIME!
TELHIOWSHIP

TAIGATE

FEBRUARY 9, 2024 . 5:00 PM
FELLOWSHIP HALL

BRING YOUR FAVORITE SNACK DISH AND
JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP, FUN &
FOOTBALL
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