St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ

April 6, 2025

Fifth Sunday in Lent



If you are visiting us for the first time, welcome!
Thank you for joining us, we’re happy you are here.

Please make sure to sign-in in the Narthex and include your name and email so we can
keep you updated on upcoming events and special worship services.

*Please stand if you are able and comfortable Congregation reads text in bold print

In our liturgy, A: is all our voices. L: is the liturgist’s voice P: is the Pastor’s voice

Pre-Service Music ~ 9:55 a.m. Please enter the sanctuary to prepare for worship

Bringing Christ’s light into Worship Youth Acolyte &
Matthew Westermeyer, Senior Acolyte

Prayer Requests, Joys and Concerns Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse

Live stream begins

Prelude Garrett Woods, Music Director
Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse
*Call to Worship Joel Westermeyer, Liturgist

L: Jesus, remember us, and draw us closer to you.

A: We come with open hearts and open minds for Your pathway to the Cross.
L: Jesus, keep us near the Cross.

A: May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.

L: With our ancestors we rejoice at what God has done.

A: Let us worship God, in this community and in the company of our ancestors.

*Hymn “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” No. 75



*Invocation

A: Holy One, whether we are eager to draw near to you, or we are cautious, whether we are
certain of your guidance, or we are unsure how you call to us, you are present. Open our
senses and open our hearts to experience your fullness. Amen.

*Call to Confession
L: Let us open our hearts and our eyes as we examine ourselves in the light of God’s love and
presence.

*Prayer of Confession

A: Holy Jesus, you call us to follow you. We want to respond, but our attention flutters. One
day we are steady disciples and another day we are distracted by the clamors of the world
or by our own needs. Forgive our wavering commitment and make us more reliable
disciples. May we each day respond when you beckon, becoming ever more faithful. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

P: God is continually creating, doing a new thing in us. Where we have erred, God brings us back
into Gods embrace. In the name of Jesus, your sins are forgiven.

A: We hear the Good News! Amen!

*Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father) No. 35
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.
Time for Silent Prayer ~ Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Through Song “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” No. 306
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
incline thine ear to us, and grant us Your peace. Amen.



Young People’s Message!
All young people are invited to come forward for their own special time with the Pastor.

Young people may go to Sunday School Tammi Hart

The Holy Scriptures

First Reading — Philippians 3:4b-14 Reader: Matthew Westermeyer

*If anyone else has reason to be confident in the body, I have more: >circumcised on the eighth
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to
the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless.

"Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. ®More than that,
I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may
gain Christ *and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. '°I want to
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like
him in his death, ''if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. '?Not that I have
already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because
Christ Jesus has made me his own. *Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but
this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, '*I press
on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Choir Anthem: “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” by Martin

The Holy Gospel — John 12:1-8

ISix days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised
from the dead. *There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at
the table with him. *Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet,
and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. “But Judas
Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, >*Why was this
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” ®(He said this not
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used
to steal what was put into it.)’Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it
for the day of my burial. ®*You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”

Message “Remembering Papa” Pastor Teri Lynn Stackhouse



*Affirmation of Faith — “Nicene Creed”
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Hymn “In Remembrance of Me” No. 403

*Invitation to Generosity

L: As we determine how to use our resources, let us consider what we have received and how
sharing both supports others and enlarges us. Let us offer our tithes and offerings to God through
the work of this church.

*Doxology (Praise) No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

A: Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into
your kingdom, through Jesus Christ, now and forever.

Amen.

Service of Holy Communion

Introduction

P: The Lord be with you.

A: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

A: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love,

that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Seraphic Hymn
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and Earth are full,
Are full of the majesty of Thy glory,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!

Communion Anthem “Gifts of Bread and Wine” by Schram

Distribution of Communion
P: Come. All things are ready. The gifts of God, for the people of God.
All may come forward for the bread (Gluten Free is available) and wine (outer ring
of cups) or grape juice (center of tray). If you are not able to come forward, raise
your hand and we will bring Communion to you.



Prayer of Thanksgiving

L: Let us pray together:

A: God of all Creation, bless us to be a blessing from this Holy Meal, and keep awakening
us to Your holy mystery and Your sacred call. Bless us so that Your energy

of love may be shared with others and offer the light of a new beginning.

Keep us near your Cross and point us to the hope of the Resurrection. Amen.

Sending of Communion

P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with
those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen
those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

*Hymn “Great is Thy Faithfulness” No. 86

*Benediction
P: Friends, as you choose each day to follow Jesus, may each next step be clear. May you trust
that the blessings of God are with you this day and always. Amen.

*Benediction Response
At the cross, at the cross, Where I first saw the light,
And the burden of my heart rolled away,
It was there by faith I received my sight,
And now I am happy all the day!

Postlude

Thank ou for womﬁip/)irg with us at St Peter and St Paul United Church of Christ!

3001 Queen City Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45238
Current Office Hours: W, Th, & Fri. 10am — 2pm (W & Th remotely) ~ Sat 9-11am
+513-661-3745
In case of pastoral care emergency, please call the office, Deb Boland,
or Pastor Teri Lynn at 513-250-6460

spspuccoffice@gmail.com + www.spspucc.org All Hymns copied from Chalice Hymnal - Red
Pew Edition © 1995 / Chalice Press Eleventh Printing, 2001. Used by Permission. / CCLI #
11439836 / CSPLI # CSPL1650 / One License M-401820



@ ANNOUNCEVMEINES (((@

Easter Breakfast

We will once again host an Easter breakfast for you and your families. This will once again be a
free-will donation. The offerings are bacon, egg and cheese casserole, sausage, egg and cheese
casserole, or french toast casserole. A sign-up sheet will be posted on the Communication Board
this Sunday. You may also call the office to make a reservation and your choice of offering.

The church is no longer accepting medical equipment.

Mission Statement

St. Peter and St. Paul United Church of Christ

Be the lighthouse of the community, letting Christ’s life

flow through us as a beacon of hope and strength to
others.

7T,o enlighten the entire church family on the values of
participation and commitment

Qﬁffer to all the hand of fellowship, allowing the Holy Spirit
to work through us

7L,ight the way for the community, as we serve God and reach
out to minister

,7Og‘ffer support and care for one another, with grace

Misit and minister to all in need, as Jesus did

, Encourage one another to walk in the faith, actively in love



Join us for
MY/AUJNI[DY

TRURSDANY!

¥, Worship
APRIL 17TH
7:00 PM

ST. PETER & ST. PAUL UCC
3001 QUEEN CITY AVE

APRIL 18TH, 2025

2:00 PM - TRADITIONAL SERVICE
7:00 PM - TENEBRAE SERVICE ST. PETER &

ST. PAUL

UCC
3001 QUEEN CITY AVE.

GOOD
FRIDAY

WORSHIP
SERVICE




gnrs. BTSN

Every Friday 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
If you enjoy crafting

come join us!!!

Beginners are welcome...we
will teach you.

ST. PETER & ST. PAUL UCC
COMMUNITY MEAL

t it

| and 9°¢

. @ Q, come APRIL 19TH 10:30 - 12:00
t\)\‘ - o Home Cooked Meal

o Free Bag of Food to Take Home

» Clothing and Housewares (when available)
o Friends & Fellowship - All are welcome ! 4
A




PRODUCE PoprP UP WITH
FREESTORE FOODBANK

2nd Thursdays || 2-4pm
Back of Rear Parking Lot

According to the USDA, half of every meal should be made
up of fruits and vegetables. Freestore Foodbank & Anthem
are working together to deliver Produce Pop Ups to your
neighborhood with our community partners, food pantries,
and organizations.

The Covedale Branch has partnered in
this collaborative effort to distribute
FREE food to families in need on a
first-come, first-served basis.

This institution is an equal ye2s PRODUCE
opportunity provider et &
PP YP ; Arthem 89

e, Cincinnati & Hamilton County
. . * . % Public Library: Covedale Branch
cincinnati 4980 Glenway Ave

pub|ic 513-369-4460
library creler ®

Covedale Branch

FOLLOW FOLLOW

US ON FACEBOOK US ON INSTAGRAM

facebook.com/stpeterandstpaulucc/ instagram.com/spspucc/
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